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The artificially fixed rupee-sterling
exchange rate prescribed by the
Hilton-Young Commission (1926)
was adopted by the British
Government for which one of the
following reasons?

(a) Aiding the flow of remittances from
India and maintaining India's
creditworthiness

(b) Providing support to Indian importers
(c) Encouraging export of cotton produce
from India

(d) Preventing depreciation of the Rupee
in terms of gold

Answer: (a)

v

Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources

/

\_

Explanation

e Statement 1 is incorrect:

1. The Hilton-Young Commission recommended fixing the rupee-sterling exchange rate
at 1s. 6d. (one rupee = 1 shilling and 6 pence). This was an artificially high
(overvalued) rate compared to what many Indian nationalists and economists
demanded (1s. 4d.).

2.The British Government adopted this rate to facilitate the smooth and cheaper transfer
of remittances from India to Britain. These included pensions of British officials,
interest on public debt, military expenses, and dividends of British companies. A
stronger rupee meant fewer rupees were needed to buy the required sterling for these
remittances. It helped maintain India’s creditworthiness in the London money market,
making it easier for the Government of India to raise loans in Britain.

e Statement 2 is incorrect: An overvalued rupee made imported British goods cheaper
for Indian buyers, which benefited British manufacturers and hurt Indian industries
because they faced stiff competition from cheaper imported goods. Indian importers
benefited, but this was not the main British motive.

e Statement 3 is incorrect: The artificially fixed high exchange rate hurt Indian
exports (including cotton).

e Statement 4 is incorrect: The rate was fixed in relation to sterling, not primarily to
prevent depreciation against gold

\
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Consider the following statements: Explanation

I. Pali texts contain the first definite Teterencesio e The references in Pali texts to coins such as kahapana, nikkha, kamsa, and

coins, €.g;, kahapana i BEs g kakanika, indicate the use of currency in ancient India. This, along with

1. The literaryievidencaio e AR Archaeological findings of punch-marked coins was associated with the sixth

corroborated bylarchacalosiCe e EE NI century BCE, which is often considered a major turning point in early Indian

marked coins from many sites, most of them made et iatedbyith:

of silver. : - _
1. Development of new towns or urban life (beginning of the second urbanisation

in India)

The above statements have been associated with ) ,
2.Emergence of early states, kingdoms and empires

: -
which of the following: 3.Growing use of iron

1.E e T iy
mergence ol urban lire 4.Flourishing arts, crafts and trade

2.Transition to money econom . . C
v v 5.Development of coinage (Coins or Metal Money): Metal coins first

Select th ing th de gi : : : :
e A e e appeared around the sixth century BCE. The circulation of punch-marked coins

below: :
© ;)W | shows a shift from barter-based exchange to a monetary economy where
(a) 1 only transactions increasingly used currency.
(b) 2 only \_ J

(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: (¢)

v| Covered in PMF IAS Ancient and Medieval India Book
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Consider the following statements:

I. Pali texts contain the first definite references to

coins, e.g., kahapana, nikkha, kamsa, and kakanika.

I1. The literary evidence from Pali texts is
corroborated by archaeological evidence of punch-
marked coins from many sites, most of them made

of silver.

The above statements have been associated
with which of the following?

1. Emergence of urban life

2. Transition to money economy

Select the answer using the code given

below:

(a) 1 only v| Covered in PMF IAS
(b) 2 only Ancient and

(c) Both 1 and 2 Medieval India Book

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: (¢)

\

L]

/
7 i [

The sixth century BCE is often considered a major turning point in early Indian history. It is an era asso-
ciated with:

~
Changes in Economic and Political Life

(v

Development of new towns )

Emergence of early states, kingdoms and empires
Growing use of iron

Change in agriculture and surplus foodgrain production
Flourishing arts, crafts and trade

(v

)

Development of coinage

Beginning of the development of a huge professional army, bureaucracy and system of tax collection

Growth of diverse systems of thought, including Buddhism and Jainism.

- J
A )
a4 N
« Towns began to appear around the sixth century BCE in the middle Gangetic basin and several parts
of the subcontinent, marking the beginning of the second urbanisation in India.

¢ Houses were mostly made of mudbrick and wood, which naturally perished in the moist climate of the
middle Gangetic basin. From the third century BCE, burnt bricks were used.

e Many newly developed towns (urban centres) were capitals of mahajanapadas. Virtually all major towns

g were located along routes of communication (trade routes) to collect taxes or tributes. Example: g
< Pataliputra (present-day Patna) was on riverine routes.
% Puhar was near the coast, from where sea routes began.
% Taxila and Ujjayini were along land routes.
<% Mathura was located at the cross roads of two major routes - from the northwest to the east and

\_ from north to south. )
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Consider the following statements: Coins or Metal Money
I. Pali texts contain the first definite references to » Metal coins first appeared around the sixth century BCE. Punch-marked coins made of silver and
1 0 . copper were among the earliest to be minted and used. They remained in circulation till the early centu-
coins, e.g., kahapana, nikkha, kamsa, and kakanika. | p'::E g ¥ y
ries CE.

IL. The llterary evidence from Pali texts is e Generally, kings issued these coins, but merchants, bankers, and townspeople also likely issued some.

corroborated by archaeological evidence of punch- The introduction of coinage facilitated trade.
; However, they appear to have been metal prestige objects rather than actual currency.
of silver. Y PP prosveronl 2/

Punch-marked Coins

The above statements havebeai T ¢ Punch-marked coins were not inscribed but stamped with symbols using dies or punches. Hence, they

are called punch-marked coins.

. o
which of the followmg. e They were generally rectangular or sometimes square or round in shape. They were either cut out of

1. Emergence of urban life metal sheets or made out of flattened metal globules.

2. Transition to money economy e Recently, a silver punch-marked coin was discovered during excavation at Keeladi (Tamil Nadu). This sug-
Select the answer using the code given gests that Keeladi inhabitants were a trading community, and they were involved in trade with north

\—__India scnerially the Gannstic Vialley /

below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 ) . .
Answer: (¢) v]| Covered in PMF IAS Ancient and

\_ ) Medieval India Book
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Which of the following temples has/have a Nagara- g Explanation A

style shikhara?
1. Malegitti Shivalaya, Badami

e Huchimalligudi Temple, Aihole and Dashavatara Temple, Deogarh

have Nagara-style shikhara.
2.Huchimalligudi Temple, Aihole \_ -

3.Dashavatara Temple, Deogarh
4.Virupaksha Temple, Pattadakal

X] Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources

Select the answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 3 only

(d) 3and 4

Answer: (b)
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d Among the four main forms of existence of life N Explanation h
recognised in Jainism, which one of the following is L They e daestiad T T e
notinciide 1.Manushya: Human Beings
(a}iDeveliepst) 2.Dev Lok: Celestial Beings
(b)YaksnalCeaeast 3.Tiryancha: Animals
() ManushyiEnt) 4.Narak: Hellish Being
(d) Tiryancha (animals and plants) . J
Answer: (b)

\_ ) |XJ Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources
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The Hallisalasya painting in the Bagh Caves Explanation
represents: e The Bagh Caves are a group of nine rock-cut monuments in the Dhar district in
(a) A joyous folk dance Madhya Pradesh. They consist of Buddhist Viharas and Chaityas, and the
(b) Buddha in a meditative pose paintings are similar to Ajanta. Notable Paintings: One of the paintings here,
(¢) The depiction of Shiva and Parvati on Kailasha ‘Dancing Panel’ (Hallisalasya painting), depicts the performance of beautiful
(d) Samudramanthan (Churning of the Ocean) young dancers scantily dressed and decked with heavy jewellery, and one of the
Answer: (a) dancers is seen playing the drum.
\ ¥y & y
~

4 o
v/ Covered in PMF IAS Art Sagh Cowe Paintings _
and Culture Book e Location: The Bagh Caves are a group of nine rock-cut monuments in the Dhar district in

Madhya Pradesh.
» Historical Significance: They consist of Buddhist Viharas and Chaityas, and the paintings are

similar to Ajanta. They were quarried in the 5™-6" century CE and show the same style as Ajanta
paintings.
 Notable Paintings: One of the paintings here, ‘Dancing Panel’ (5" century CE), depicts the |

performance of beautiful young dancers scantily dressed and decked with heavy jewellery, and

one of the dancers is seen playing the drum. Another famous painting at Bagh depicts a pro-

cession of elephants.
e )




UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 - Set A — Answer Key & Source Tracing
>

) 4 )
Consider the following statements relating Explanation

to the use of the place-value system in e Statement 1 is correct: The Mankani copper plates provide the earliest

India: known dated epigraphic evidence of the decimal place-value system in India.

1. The earliest epigraphic use of the place-value « Statement 2 is correct: By the ninth century, the place-value numeral system

system in India is found in the Mankani plates
from Gujarat (AD 595-596).

2.In the ninth century, place-values become

had become widely used across inscriptions in different parts of India,
indicating its broad acceptance.

o Statement 3 is correct: Indian mathematical and cultural influence spread

general in inscriptions all over India. to Southeast Asia through trade and religious contacts. The place-values have

3.The place-values have been found in Sanskrit been found in Sanskrit inscriptions in South-east Asia as early as the seventh

inscriptions in South-east Asia as early as the century.

seventh century. . /

Which of the statements given above are

X] Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources

correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3
Answer: (d)
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Consider the following statements about the archaeological
findings in Harappan towns:

I. There is wide occurrence of spindle-whorls in the houses but absence of
spinning wheels.

I1. Weights and measurement scales, complete with graduations have been
discovered.

ITI1. There are houses built in large part with baked bricks, around relatively

Which of the following inferences can be drawn

from the above statements?

2.Statement II suggests the extent of the scientific knowledge that the
Harappans possessed.

3.Statement III suggests the emergence of a common property system.
Select the answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d1,2and 3
Answer: (a)

v| Covered in PMF IAS Ancient
and Medieval India Book

spacious courtyards, with their own wells, bathing platforms, and large rooms.

1. Statement I suggests that spinning was a laborious activity done at home.

\

/

Explanation

» Inference 1 is correct: While spindle-whorls have been

found in Harappan excavations, the spinning wheel was a
much later technological innovation. The absence of
spinning wheels suggests spinning was carried out
manually and was therefore comparatively laborious. It
was performed at the household level.

Inference 2 is correct: The discovery of standardized
weights and measuring scales with graduations shows the
exchanges were regulated by a precise system of weights.
Such standardized weights show Harappan people were
advanced in technology and engineering.

Inference 3 is incorrect: Harappan houses were being
built around central courtyards with "their own wells,
bathing platforms, and large rooms". Large brick houses
with courtyards, wells, and bathing areas indicate
advanced urban planning. However, they do not suggest a
common property system. In fact, the emphasis on
individual household amenities and private residential

space suggests private property.

\
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Which one of the following statements about the Eka Movement N Explanation A
and Bardoli Satyagraha is correct? e Statement 1 is incorrect: When the leadership of the

(a) The Eka Movement was throughout supported and organized by the Eka Movement went to the hands of Madari Pasi, a radical
Congress while Bardoli Satyagraha was initially independent of Congress peasant leader, it became violent leading to the the

influence and was only in the last stages supported by the Congress. withdrawal of the Congress leaders. So, the movement was
(b) The Eka Movement was provided leadership by the talugdars of Awadh, not throughout supported and organised by the Congress.
whereas the Bardoli Satyagraha was a movement of the landless labourers. et h s ncorrectiihe Elca Movement was not

(c) The Bardoli Satyagraha was a campaign against the enhancement of land led by talugdars; it was led by peasants, primarily tenants

revenue, while the Eka Movement was a protest against excessive extraction against Taluqdars. Bardoli Satyagraha was also not a

of rents. movement of landless labourers.

(d) The Eka Movement was located in the Varanasi and Mirzapur districts of . Statement 3 is correct: The Bardoli Satyagraha was a

the present-day U.P., while the Bardoli Satyagraha took place in Saurashtra.
Answer: (c¢)

campaign against a 30% increase in the land revenue,

while the Eka Movement was a protest against excessive

extraction of rents by zamindars and talugdars.

e Statement 4 is incorrect: The Eka Movement was

v Covered in PMF IAS Modern Indian
History Book

centered mainly in districts such as Hardoi, Bahraich, and

Sitapur and not Varanasi and Mirzapur. Bardoli is in South

v Covered in PMF IAS Advance Test 04,
Sectional Test Modern India III

Gujarat and not specifically in Saurashtra.

- J



https://www.amazon.in/dp/B0D5868Q8K
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Whlch one of the following statements about the Eka
Movement and Bardoli Satyagraha is correct?

(a) The Eka Movement was throughout supported and
organized by the Congress while Bardoli Satyagraha was initially
independent of Congress influence and was only in the last

stages supported by the Congress.

(b) The Eka Movement was provided leadership by the
talugdars of Awadh, whereas the Bardoli Satyagraha was a

movement of the landless labourers.

(c) The Bardoli Satyagraha was a campaign against the
enhancement of land revenue, while the Eka Movement was a

protest against excessive extraction of rents.

(d) The Eka Movement was located in the Varanasi and
Mirzapur districts of the present-day U.P., while the Bardoli

Satyagraha took place in Saurashtra.

Answer: (c¢)
\_

|

Eka (Unity) Movement

\

In late 1921, a strong peasant movement emerged in Hardoi, Bahraich, and Sitapur districts. The
Congress and Khilafat leaders initiated the movement, which later expanded under the banner of the
Eka or unity movement.

While the Kisan Sabha movement was primarily composed of tenants, the Eka Movement included
small zamindars who were disappointed with the Government's high land revenue demand. The Eka
movement also combined a religious ritual. The peasants took a pledge in holy water that they would:
< Not obey the illegal orders of the landlords

< Refuse to do forced labour

<+ Abide by the panchayat decisions

Soon, Madari Pasi, a radical peasant leader, led the movement. He changed its nature from non-
violence to violence. The movement attacked Taluqdars and posed a serious challenge to the British
administration.

Such radical tendencies did not accord well with the Congress's official non-violent policies, leading to
the withdrawal of the Congress leaders.

The government suppressed the movement using brute force, and by March 1922, the movement was

controlled.
/

" Covered in PMF IAS Modern Indian

v

History Book

Covered in PMF IAS Advance Test 04,
Sectional Test Modern India III
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Which one of the following statements about the Eka
Movement and Bardoli Satyagraha is correct?

(a) The Eka Movement was throughout supported and
organized by the Congress while Bardoli Satyagraha was initially
independent of Congress influence and was only in the last

stages supported by the Congress.

(b) The Eka Movement was provided leadership by the
talugdars of Awadh, whereas the Bardoli Satyagraha was a

movement of the landless labourers.

(c) The Bardoli Satyagraha was a campaign against the
enhancement of land revenue, while the Eka Movement was a

protest against excessive extraction of rents.

(d) The Eka Movement was located in the Varanasi and
Mirzapur districts of the present-day U.P., while the Bardoli

Satyagraha took place in Saurashtra.

Answer: (¢)

o

\

4 . )
Bardoli Satyagraha (1928) &
* |n January 1926, the revenue official recommended a 30 per cent increase in the land revenue in ~
the Bardoli district of Gujarat despite the fall in cotton prices. 5
» The people protested against the decision under the leadership of Congress leaders. The Bardoli In- E
quiry Committee was set up, which found the hike unjustified. Finally, in July 1927, the Bombay gov- E
N ernment reduced the increase to 22%. E‘":)
(o However, the people were not satisfied with the concession announced by the government. The Con- )
gress leaders such as Vallabhbhai Patel, Kunvarji and Kalyanji Mehta mobilised the peasants to resist
the government's demand for enhanced revenue. They organised a no-revenue campaign, and peas-
ants refused to pay revenue to the government. As a result, there was much repression, and the gov-
ernment confiscated the lands of the peasants.
s During the movement:
v Patel divided the taluga into 13 workers' camps (chhavanis) each under an experienced leader.
v The daily Bardoli Satyagraha Patrika was brought out to mobilise the peasants.
v Utmost care was taken to ensure all the tenants followed the movement’s resolutions. Those who
opposed the movement faced a social boycott.
v" There was a particular focus on encouraging the participation of women.
= The women of Bardoli gave Vallabhbhai Patel the title of ‘Sardar'.
* Many members of the Bombay Legislative Council, including K.M. Munshi and Lalji Naranji, resigned
their seats in support of the movement. In August 1928, Gandhi moved to Bardoli to lead the move-
ment in case Sardar Patel was arrested.
* Finally, under the pressure of the movement, the government was forced to settle based on a judicial
enquiry and return of confiscated land. After the Maxwell-Broomfield inquiry, the land revenue was
\_ reduced from 22% to 6.03%. YV,
v] Covered in PMF IAS Modern Indian History Book

[ Covered in PMF IAS Advance Test 04, Sectional Test Modern India III
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Whlch one of the following statements about the Eka
Movement and Bardoli Satyagraha is correct?

(a) The Eka Movement was throughout supported and
organized by the Congress while Bardoli Satyagraha was initially
independent of Congress influence and was only in the last

stages supported by the Congress.

(b) The Eka Movement was provided leadership by the
talugdars of Awadh, whereas the Bardoli Satyagraha was a

movement of the landless labourers.

(c) The Bardoli Satyagraha was a campaign against the
enhancement of land revenue, while the Eka Movement was a

protest against excessive extraction of rents.

(d) The Eka Movement was located in the Varanasi and
Mirzapur districts of the present-day U.P., while the Bardoli

Satyagraha took place in Saurashtra.

An :
N swer: (c¢)

\

-

6) Consider the following pairs:

Movement Associated Leader

1. Bardoli 5atyagraha | Madari Pasi

2. Moplah Rebellion | Kunjahammad Haji

3. Eka Movement

Kalyanji Mehta

~

N
/

\_

Which of the pairs is/are correct?

a) 2only

b) 1and 2 only
o) 3only

dy 1,2and3

Explanation

Pair 1 is incorrect

Madari Pasi is associated with Eka Movement.

Bardoli Satyagraha (1928):

% In January 1926, the revenue official recommended a 30 per cent increase in the land revenue in
the Bardoli district of Gujarat despite the fall in cotton prices.

# The people protested against the decision under the leadership of Congress leaders. The Bardoli
Inquiry Committee was set up, which found the hike unjustified. Finally, in July 1927, the Bombay
government reduced the increase to 22%.

* However, the people were not satisfied with the concession announced by the government. The
Congress leaders such as Vallabhbhai Patel, Kunvarji and Kalyanji Mehta mobilised the peasants
to resist the government's demand for enhanced revenue.

% They organised a no-revenue campaign, and peasants refused to pay revenue to the government.

< As aresult, there was much repression, and the government confiscated the lands of the peasants.

AN

J

[ Covered in PMF IAS Modern Indian History Book

India II1

[ Covered in PMF IAS Advance Test 04, Sectional Test Modern
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In late 1921, a strong peasant movement emerged in Hardoi, Bahraich, and Sitapur districts of the United N

Whlch one of the following statements about the Eka

Province. The Congress and Khilafat leaders initiated the movement, which later expanded under the
Movement and Bardoli Satyagraha is correct? banner of the Eka or unity movement.
¢  While the Kisan Sabha movement was primarily composed of tenants, the Eka Movement included small

(a) The Eka Movement was throughout supported and

zamindars who were disappointed with the Government's high land revenue demand.
Organlzed by the Congress while Bardoli Satyagraha was lnltlally « Soon, Madari Pasi, a radical peasant leader, led the movement. He changed its nature from nonviolence

independent of Congress influence and was only in the last to violence. The movement attacked Talugdars and posed a serious challenge to the British administra-

tion.

stages Supported by the Congress. e Such radical tendencies did not accord well with the Congress's official non-violent policies, leading
to the withdrawal of the Congress leaders.

+ The government suppressed the movement using brute force, and by March 1922, the movement was

\_ controlled. )

(b) The Eka Movement was provided leadership by the

talugdars of Awadh, whereas the Bardoli Satyagraha was a
movement of the landless labourers. v/ Covered in PMF IAS Modern Indian History Book

v| Covered in PMF IAS Advance Test 04, Sectional Test Modern
India III

(c) The Bardoli Satyagraha was a campaign against the
enhancement of land revenue, while the Eka Movement was a

protest against excessive extraction of rents.

(d) The Eka Movement was located in the Varanasi and
Mirzapur districts of the present-day U.P., while the Bardoli

Satyagraha took place in Saurashtra.

An 3
N swer: (¢)
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68) Which of the following statement is not correct regarding Eka Movement?

Which one of the following statements about the Eka

a) Itis astrong peasant movement initiated by the Congress and Khilafat leaders.

Movement and Bardoli Satyagraha is correct? b} Itwas supported by both small zamandars and tenants who were disappomnted with the Government’s
high land revenue demand
(a) The Eka Movement was thI‘OllghOllt Supported and ¢} The movement combined rebgious ntuals in which peasants took a pledge in hoty water to abide by

panchayat decisions

organized by the Congress while Bardoli Satyagraha was initially

d) Madari Pasi, a Gandhian peasant leader, led the movement and changed its nature from violence to

Mon-violence

independent of Congress influence and was only in the last

-
-
0)
o
=
+
&
d b h C Explanation % =
' —
stages supported by the Congress. Oxstion {a) &5 < c% é
» Inlate 1921, a strong peasant movement emerged in Hardol, Bahralch, and Sitapur distnicts. a\ .9
. . = The Congress and Khilafat leaders initiated the movement, which later expanded under the banner of (©) g
(b) The Eka Movement was provided leadership by the the Eka or unity movement. 7z 2
talugdars of Awadh, whereas the Bardoli Satyagraha was a Option (b) is correct T &
# ‘While the Kisan Sabha movement was primarily composed of tenants. the Eka Movement included g <)
movement Of the 1andleSS labourers. small zamindars who were disappointed with the Government’s high land revenue demand. :-5 z
Option (c) is correct bE -
o o . \ —
(C) The BardOh Satyagraha s 2l Campalgn agalnSt the » The Eka movement also combined a religious ritual. The peasants took a pledge in holy water that they —g §
enhancement of land revenue, while the Eka Movement was a would: § e
% MNot obey the ilegal orders of the landlords <
protest against excessive extraction of rents. % Refuse 10 do forced labour ©vn N
%+ Abide by the panchayat decisions. ﬂ ﬂ
Option (d) is incorrect E E
(d) The Eka Movement was located in the Varanasi and + Soon Madari Pasi. a radical peasant leader, led the movement. He changed its nature from non-vio- a® et
. . . . . lence to violence. The movement attacked Talugdars and posed a serious challenge to the British ad- (= (=
Mirzapur districts of the present-day U.P., while the Bardoli Ses o s e
Satyagraha tOOk place in Saurashtra » Such radical tendencies did not accord well with the Congress's official non-violent policies, leading to 8 8 E
) the withdrawal of the Congress leaders q>) g .9
» The government suppressed the movement using brute force, and by March 1922, the movemnent was @) @) —g
controlled @, O =
Answer: (c) e \ \
Answer; (d) Madari Pasi, @ Gandhian peasant leader, led the movement and changed its nature from
\ / \m'nfm:fo foy pory-sriolemese | D el h-puﬂ Eqgw " / > >
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Consider the following statements about the Rigvedic period: Explanation

. Irrigati iculture t from fl : .
I. Irrigation from wells allowed agriculture to expand away from flood + Information given in Statements 1 and 3 supports

lains and strips on river margins into the present Punjab and Haryvana
p P 5 p ) y Statements I and II.

' ' level ly cl h face.
plains having underground water levels reasonably close to the surface S Taiement isupports bothiI and I Ashma chakra

. -ani 1 f th :
I1. Draught-animal power was employed to draw up water out of the (stone pulley wheel) and ahava (strapped wooden pails)

lls. : :
b were used for drawing water from wells. This supports the

i ing inf i h : . :
Which of the following information support/supports the idea that well irrigation helped agriculture expand beyond

above statements? . :
river flood plains.

1.There is evidence in the Rigveda of the use of ashma chakra (stone
&Y ( « Statement 2 does not support the statements: Tools

pulley wheel) and ahava (strappeciwors SESEEEES IR like parashu/kulisha (axe) and datra/sreni (sickle) indicates

2.Mention has been made in the Rigveda of the use of implements like . ) .y .
5 P agricultural and forest-clearing activities, but it does not

parashu/kuhsha (axe) and catia/CrensBeal support irrigation through wells or the use of draught

3.There is a history of the use of ox, even before the Rigveda, for . .y
animals for lifting water.

hi hel lling th ) )
ploughing the land and pulling the carts  Statement 3 supports Statement II: Since oxen

Select the answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1,2 and 3

(¢) 1 and 3 only . operate pulleys for drawing water from wells.
(d) 3 only X) Notcoveredinany | - J

Answer: (¢) PMF IAS Sources This question is highly inferential and analytical in nature. One has to solve

(draught animals) were already in use for heavy work like
ploughing and cart-pulling, it is logical and historically

accepted that the same animal power was employed to

\- this based on the given statement.




UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 - Set A — Answer Key & Source Tracing

Consider the following assertion: ([ Explanation )

In'the PleistoceneiperGieii gy R » Statement 1 is incorrect: The Rigveda mentions rivers during the Vedic

flowed intothelnduSiantiEtt PR period, but it does not provide scientific evidence for Pleistocene shifts in

Yamuna and one major tributary of eittier HadiSited river courses between the Indus and Ganga systems.
from the Ganga to the Indus or vice versa.
Which of the following is/are the basis of the
above assertion?

1.The Nadi-Sukta of the Rigveda

2.The explorations of the Sutlej and the Yamuna by

» Statement 2 is incorrect: Robert Bruce Foote was a geologist known for
prehistoric archaeology (Stone Age tools in India). He was not associated with
explorations of the Sutlej and the Yamuna.

* Statement 3 is correct:

This is the strongest scientific basis. River dolphins are freshwater
Robert Bruce Foote

3.TheWhich of the following is/are the basis of the

above assertion? presence of the same species of

species; their presence in both the Indus and Ganga-Brahmaputra
river systems suggests that these drainage systems may have had a past

connection through river capture or stream diversion.

dophmsinibaiiEE N The National Mission for Clean Ganga document notes that there was

systems probably sporadic faunal exchange between the Indus and Ganges river

Select the amswermsinisisiCiCEEE RS dolphin populations through head-stream capture between the Sutlej

(a) 1 only and Yamuna rivers. It also links this to the recognition of Platanista

(b) 2 only dolphins in the two river systems.

(c)1and?2 \ /
(d) 3 only

s Answer: (d) ) [XJ Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources
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" What does an empty seat represent in early N ( Explanation h
B hist iconography? : : : :
uddhiStiConosnap iy » Early sculptors did not depict the Buddha in human form; instead, they showed
a) The meditation of the Buddha : ot oo
(a) e el his presence through symbols. The Empty Seat represents the meditation of
The Buddha's First Sermon . o : : .
(b) = the Buddha, specifically his state of deep concentration under the Bodhi Tree.
(c) The Buddha's Mahaparinibbana - J
(d) The Buddha's Mahabhinishkramana
( - "\
Answer: (a) Symbols of Worship
N J « Early sculptors did not depict the Buddha in human form; instead, they showed his presence through
4 ) symbols.
41) With reference to the symbols associated with Buddha, consider the following
1. Peepal tree | Meditation of Buddha
2. Wheel Renunciation Horse Renunciation (Mahabhinishkramana)
= S i Empty seat Meditation of Buddha
How many of the pairs are correct?
a) Only one Peepal tree (Bodhi tree) Enlightenment (Nirvana)
: 3?1:: Wheel Dhammachakrapravartana (First sermon at Sarnath)
d) None of the above Stupa Mahaparinirvana (Death)
Explanation \ /
Pair 1 is incorrect
* Early sculptors did not depict the Buddha in human form; instead, they showed his presence through _
symbols: v]| Covered in PMF IAS Ancient and Medieval India Book
% Lotus and Bull - Birth
BT R T A v/ Covered in PMF IAS Test Series Advanced Test 02 — Ancient and

\ < Peepal tree (Bodhi tree) - Enlightenment (Nirvana) / Medieval HiStOI'y
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4 ™ Explanation
Which of the following pairs of - ~
ancient and modern names of rivers
is/are correctly matched ? . Vedic Names of Rivers >
1.Vitasta : Chenab
2. AsEii i Modern Name: Vedic Name
3.Parushni : Ravi
4.Yavyavati : Beas 2 Indus Sindhu
Select the answer using the code 5
. 5 > Jhelum Vitasta
given below:
(a) 1 and 2 > Chenab Asikni or Asakini
(b) 3 and 4 . 5
(©) 3 only > Ravi Parushni
(d) 4 only > Beas Vipash or Vipasa
Answer: (c¢)
. / > Sutlej Shutudri
v Covered in PMF IAS Ancient and >
= r ti
Medieval India Book > Ghﬂgga Hakra Saraswa
e| Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test 2 Chautang Drishadvati

Series, Sectional Test 01 — Ancient
India -1
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4 ™\ Explanation
Which of the following
airs of ancient and (1 ~ R
p Saptasindhu River =
modern names of rivers | | T T
. * The Saptasindhu River refers to the Indus, its five tributaries, and the Saraswati River from eastern
is/are correctly matched ? _ _ pe
) Afghanistan. Here, the Saraswati River refers to the Avestan River, '"Haraxvati' (presently the Helmand =
1.Vitasta : Chenab s | =
. River in Afghanistan). =
2.Asikni : Jhelum , 1 , . _ , _ &
. . « Haraxvati and Harayu rivers mentioned in Avesta seem to have been repeated in northern India, as in b
3.Parushni : Ravi _ . _ , _ N . . =
. Saraswati and Sarayu. The Saraswati river (naditarna) of north India, mentioned in Rig Veeda, is identi- =
4.Yavyavati : Beas . : : : ..
fied with the Ghaggar-Hakra river of Haryana and Rajasthan. =
Select the answer using S
= - 5
the code given below: VemcNomadotBh@e:... ... ... . .o 2
(a) 1and 2 e Sindhu (Indus), Vitasta (Jhelum), Asikni or Asakini (Chenab), Parushni (Ravi), Vipash or Vipasa (Beas), LEL
. . . . . O
(b) 3 and 4 Shutudri (Sutlej), Saraswati (Ghaqggar-Hakra), Drishadvati (Chautanag). )
(c) 3 only
(d) 4 only v| Covered in PMF IAS Ancient and Medieval India Book
\_ Answerie) ) (@] Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Sectional Test 01 -

Ancient India -1
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4 . ] V- N
Which of the following 35) Consider the following pairs:
pairs of ancient and Event Associated River
modernnamesioiuaye 1. Battle of Ten I{ings Parushni

is/are correctly matched ?

Enlightenment of Buddha Niranjana
1.Vitasta : Chenab

2.Asikni ; Jhelum

3.Parushni : Ravi

2
3. Mahavira attained kevalajnana | Rijupalika
4

Battle of Hydaspas Jhelum

4.Yavyavati : Beas How many of the pairs are correct?
Select the answer using a) Only one
the code given below: b) Only two
(a) 1 and 2 - c) Only three
D) 3and4 AR d) Al four
QIS @y 7 Explanation
(d) 4 only

Pair 1 is correct

Answer: (¢)

e The Battle of Ten Kings (Dasharajna) was fought between Bharata chief Sudas (winner), grandson of

v| Covered in PMF IAS Ancient and Divodasa, and ten other tribes including the five famous tribes (Panch-jana): Yadu, Turvasha, Puru, Anu,
and Druhyu.

Medieval India Book

o] Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test * _
Series, Sectional Test 01 — Ancient - <
India -1
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/

\
Which of the following

pairs of ancient and
modern names of rivers
is/are correctly matched ?
1.Vitasta : Chenab
2.Asikni : Jhelum
3.Parushni : Ravi
4.Yavyavati : Beas
Select the answer using

the code given below:

(a) 1and 2 N
baads
(c) 3 only
(d) 4 only

Answer: (¢)

 Covered in PMF IAS Ancient and

Medieval India Book

Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test
Series, Sectional Test 01 — Ancient
India -1

4 )
1) Consider the following pairs:
River Major City Along the River
1. Jhelum | Baramulla
2. Rawvi Amritsar
3. Sutle) | Ludhiana
Which of the pairs is/are correct?
a) 1only
b) 2 and 3 only
¢) 3only
d) 1,2and3
Explanation
Pair 1 is correct
» Jhelum originates from a spring at Verinag in J&K, located at the foot of the Pir Panjal Range.
l- It is called Vyeth in Kashmiri, Vetesta in Sanskrit, and Hydaspes in Greek. l
e [tis the main waterway of the Kashmir Valley, which flows through Srinagar and Wular Lake.
e This transboundary river joins the Chenab near Jhang in Pakistan.
* Major tributaries: Liddar, Dudhganga and Sindh.
« Important cities: Srinagar, Baramulla and Uri.
s Uri Dam in Baramulla, Jammu & Kashmir, is an important hydroelectric project of the Jhelum River. )
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-

=

Which of the following statements on the Amaravati Stupa
and its relief sculpture is/are correct?
1.1t was located in the lower Krishna valley.
2.In India, it was next only to the Sanchi Stupa in size.
3.The Amaravati school of sculpture made a lasting impact on the
later South Indian sculpture, and its products were carried to Sri
Lanka and South-east Asia.
Select the answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3
Answer: (b)

4 .
Explanation

» Statement 1 is correct: The Amaravati Stupa is located on the
bank of the Krishna River in Amaravati village, Andhra Pradesh.

e Statement 2 is incorrect: The Amaravati Mahachaitya,
originally a magnificent stupa, is now in ruins. It was one of the
largest stupas in ancient India, larger than Sanchi.

« Statement 3 is correct: Amaravati School influenced the later
South Indian sculpture, and its products were taken to Sri Lanka
and South-East Asia.

[ Covered in PMF IAS Art and Culture Book

.
V]
V]

( Covered in PMF IAS Ancient and Medieval India Book

Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Sectional Test — 07 — Art & Culture

.

\

J
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Which of the following statements N ( #maravati Mahachaitya (Great Stupa) E m\
on the Amaravati Stupa and its » The Amaravati Mahachaitya, originally a magnificent stupa, is now in ruins. Situated on the bank of the | 2
relief sculpture is/are correct? Krishna River in Amaravati village, Andhra Pradesh, it was built in phases from the third century BCE to E
1.1t was located in the lower Krishna L. about 250 CE, with the most notable construction occurring in the first and second centuries CE. " E
valley. » The construction of Amaravati Mahachaitya was completed in two main phase. fg
N 1. Inthe early phase, the chaitya was established along with railing and carved slabs placed around the &
2.In India, it was next only to the =
stupa (drum slabs). <
Sanchi Stupa in size. 2. Inthe later phase, in the second and third centuries CE, the Buddha images are carved on the drum %
3.The Amaravati school of sculpture slabs and at many other places. Interior space in the composition is created by different postures of 2
made a lasting impact on the later the figures such as semi-back, back, profile, frontal, semi-frontal, side, etc.
South Indian sculpture, and its > <
products were carried to Sri Lanka (- Amaravati School influenced the later South Indian sculpture, and its products were taken to Sri Lanka J
and South-east Asia. \ and South-East Asia. /)

Select the answer using the code

v Covered in PMF IAS Art and Culture Book

given below:

(a) 1 only v]| Covered in PMF IAS Ancient and Medieval
(b) 1 and 3 only India Book

(c) 2 and 3 only o] Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series,
(d)1,2and 3 Sectional Test — 07 — Art & Culture

Answer: (b)
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Which of the following statements \( Statement 2 is correct A
on the Amaravati Stupa and its « Amaravati School of Art
relief sculpture is/are correct? < Narrative Sculptures: The Amaravati School flourished under the Satavahanas in the Deccan from

1.1t was located in the lower Krishna the 2nd century BCE to the 3rd century CE.

valley. < This School emerged in the Amaravati (then known as Dhanyakataka) region of Andhra Pradesh

2.In India, it was next only to the

i . P The sculptures of this school are found in the Krishna River valley in places such as Jaggayyapetta,
Sanchi Stupa in size.

Amaravati, and Nagarjunakonda.

3.The Amaravati school of sculpture < Amaravati Art was known for its narrative relief sculptures depicting scenes from the life of the Buddha

made a lasting impact on the later and other religious stories in white marble and limestone.
South Indian sculpture, and its < Amaravati Art was dominantly a Buddhist art, and during the Satavahana period, the Stupa at
products were carried to Sri Lanka Amaravati was adorned with limestone reliefs that depicted scenes of Budha's life.

and South-east Asia.

Select the answer using the code <+ The reliefs of Amaravati are renowned for their intricate carvings and detailed storytelling, and
given below: unlike the Gandhara school, they are characterised by slender and long-legged figures reflecting
(a) 1 only graceful movement, emotions, and detailed ornamentation.
(b) 1 and 3 only < Amaravati School influenced the later South Indian sculpture, and its products were taken to Sri Lanka
(¢) 2 and 3 only S and South-East Asia. y
(d)1,2and 3 v Covered in PMF IAS Art and Culture Book
N Answer: (b) P4 [ Covered in PMF IAS Ancient and Medieval India Book
®] Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Sectional Test — 07 — Art & Culture
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4 )
Which of the following Explanation- Udiyanjeral was the ruler of the Sangam-era Chera dynasty and not Chola dynasty.

pairs of the king and his

dynasty in early historical Kingdom m Capital | Chief Port Important
. . Ruler

Tamilakam is/are not Bow |Karur Musiri and Senguttuvan
9
correctly matched sind or Vanji | Tondi
1.Senguttuvan : Chera
Arrow
2.Udiyanjeral : Chola

Select th . Pandyas Madurai | Korkai Nedunchezhi
€lec € answer using
an
the code given below: :
(a) 1and 2 ~
(b) 2 only mm Chie port Important Ruler
(c)1and 3 Cheras Karur or Karayur ~ Muciris (Musiri or Muchiri) and Tondi | Senguttuvan
(d) 3 only or Vanji
Answer: (b) Cholas Tiger Uraiyur Puhar (poompuhar or kaveripattinam)  Karikalan
\_ 4 g Pandyas Fish Madurai Korkai (Nedunchezhiyan )

v Covered in PMF IAS Ancient and Medieval India Book

v]| Covered in PMF IAS Advanced Test 02 — Ancient and Medieval History
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e ™\ Explanation
Which of the following
irs of the ki d hi g A
pairs ot the SIS 91) Which one of the following ancient South Indian kings, also known as the Red
dynasty in early historical or Good Chera, led successful military expeditions, defeated the Mokur chieftain,
Tamilakam is/are not and is mentioned in the post-Sangam text Silappadikaram for his conquest of Vi-
correctly matched ? yalur and the Kodukur fortress in Kongu country?
1.Senguttuvan : Chera a) Nedunjeral Adan
2.Udiyanjeral : Chola b) Tondaiman llandiraiyan
3.Nedunjeliyan : Pandya ¢) Senguttuvan
Select the answer using d) Kudakko ||EII‘"|jEI"EI| |I"LII'I‘I[]DF3i
the code given below: Explanation
(a) 1 and 2 Option e
(b) 2 only s |Senguttuvan, the son of Nedunjeral Adan, is regarded by Chera poets as their greatest ruler and is
(c) 1 and 3 famously known as the Red or Good Chera.
(d) 3 only ¢ He led several successful military campaigns and secured a notable victory against the Mokur chieftain.
\ /
Answer: (b)
\_ J
v| Covered in PMF IAS Ancient and
Medieval India Book

v]| Covered in PMF IAS Advanced Test
02 — Ancient and Medieval History
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~ . . ] ™ Explanation
Which of the following pairs of the - N
king and his dynasty in early 52) Consider the following statements regarding Nedunjeliyan Il, a Pandya king:
historical Tamilakam is/are not 1. He is primarily known for his contributions to Tamil literature and temple architecture rather than
correctly matched ? military achievements.
1.Senguttuvan : Chera 2. He defeated a confederacy of Cheras, Cholas, and five other chieftains in the Battle of Talaiyalanga-

: ; nam, where the Chera king was taken prisoner.
2.Udiyanjeral : Chola g ra king w en prisoner

. 3. Tamil Brahmi inscriptions from Mangulam mention Nedunjeliyan Il as a Buddhist, who donated land
3.Nedunjeliyan : Pandya

to a monastery.
Select the answer using the code _
. How many of the statements given above are not correct?
given below:

a) Only one
(a) 1and 2 b) Only two
(b) 2 only ¢ All three
(c)land 3 d) None of the above
(d) 3 only Explanation
5 Answer: (b) y Statement 1 is incorrect
* Nedunjeliyan Il was one of the most prominent rulers of the Pandya dynasty.
v Covered in PMF IAS Ancient and ¢ He is renowned for his significant military achievements and for expanding his kingdom by conquering
: ; territories held by rival chieftains.
Medieval India Book 4

v]| Covered in PMF IAS Advanced Test
02 — Ancient and Medieval History
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Which of the following factors e Explanation A

contributed to the formation of the e The formation of the Forward Bloc in 1939 by Subhas Chandra Bose was a direct

ForwardiBloC e result of his isolation within the Congress after his re-election as President in 1939

9
1939z | | | (defeating Gandhi’s candidate).
1. Bose failed to win the confidence of e Statement 1 is correct: Although Bose won the Congress presidential election
Mahatma Gandhi.

in 1939, he did not enjoy the support of Mahatma Gandhi and the Gandhian group

2.The CongresSiEciRweIEEEER I within Congress. This was the fundamental reason for forming the Forward Bloc in

1939.

e Statement 2 is correct: Subhas Chandra Bose could win the Presidential

support Bose.
3.The Communists did not support Bose in his

endeavours. election for Tripuri Congress because all the left forces within the Congress

4.The supparieioEE e supported him. The support of the left, particularly CSP, was crucial for Bose.

leadersjiiceiTayanraict iR ERiREE However, they did not support Bose in Pant's resolution. After the resolution was

Congress unitylto/SEREEILEERE approved, Bose suddenly found himself isolated and finally resigned from the

SelecEtielmsvenuaitEEEEE e presidentship of Congress in April 1939 and formed the Forward Bloc in May 1939

e as a new party within the Congress.
(QFPEEES e Statement 3 is incorrect: The Communists were generally sympathetic towards
LRl B etasl & Bose at this stage and were not a major reason for his isolation.
(c)1,3and 4 - J
(d) 2 and 4 only v| Covered in PMF IAS Modern Indian History Book

"« Answer: (b) ® | Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Sectional Test 06 Modern India History
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" Which of the following factors R ( Explanation D
contributediio theormihHmGIrE e Statement 4 is correct: From 1936 onwards, all the left groups within Congress
Forward Bloc by SublisiCH st S acted unitedly against the right wing of Congress. However, after 1939 presidential

9
Lo election, the left leadership, particularly the CSP, realised that an effort to establish
LB oseli= e alternative leadership would weaken the national movement and isolate the Left
Mahatma Gandhi. from the mainstream. They also realised that Indian people could be mobilised
2. The Congress Lettasicisumieatastt Sttt into a movement only under Gandhiji's leadership. Now, they chose to preserve
SUDDOLEEEE unity within Congress rather than openly back Bose against the Congress
3.The Communists did not support Bose in his :
leadership.
endeavours. - Y,
4.The supporters of M.N. Roy and socialist /Aftermath of Tripuri Session A
leaders like Jayaprakash Narayan preferred Resignation of Bose
Congress unity to supporting Bose. e The support of the left, particularly CSP, was crucial for Bose. However, they did not support Bose
Select the answer using the code given in Pant's resolution. After the resolution was approved, Bose suddenly found himself isolated.
« Finally, Bose resigned from the presidentship of Congress in April 1939. He was replaced by Rajen-
below: 3
ra Prasad.
( Covered in PMF IAS Modern
(a) 1,2 and 3 7 V ) Forward Bloc
b) 1. 2 and Indian History Book
(b) 1,2 and 4 . . ¢ In May 1939, Subhas Bose formed the Forward Bloc as a new party within the Congress.
(c)1,3and 4 ®] Partially CO\.feI‘ed n PMF e OnJuly9™ Bose called for a nationwide protest against an AICC resolution. In response, the Working
(d) 2 and 4 onl IAS Test Series, Sectional Committee took disciplinary action against him. Bose was removed from his position as the Presi-
y Test 06 Modern India dent of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee and was barred from holding any Congress
\_ Answer: (b) History ) \_ office for three years. )
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/

\_

Which of the following factors
contributed to the formation of the
Forward Bloc by Subhas Chandra Bose in
1939?
1. Bose failed to win the confidence of
Mahatma Gandhi.
2.The Congress Left was disunited and failed to
support Bose.
3.The Communists did not support Bose in his
endeavours.
4.The supporters of M.N. Roy and socialist
leaders like Jayaprakash Narayan preferred
Congress unity to supporting Bose.
Select the answer using the code given
below:
(a)1,2and 3
(b)1,2and 4
(c)1,3and 4
(d) 2 and 4 only
Answer: (b)

\

¢ Developing Alternate Leadership )
o From the beginning, all the left groups within the Congress worked together:
% To influence the decisions of the Congress
% To displace the existing leadership (Gandhiji's leadership)

e From 1936 onwards, all the left groups within Congress acted unitedly against the right wing of the
Congress. In the 1939 presidential election, they all came together in their struggle to replace the
Gandhian leadership.

» Bose accused the right-wing leaders of not being genuinely Interested in the struggle against imperi-
alism. He accused them of planning to compromise with the colonial government.

+ After Bose's election victory, Mahatma Gandhi referred to Pattabhi Sitaramayya's loss more as his
own defeat than Pattabhi's.

/e At this stage, the left leadership, particularly the CSP, realised that an effort to establish alternative
leadership would weaken the national movement and isolate the Left from the mainstream. They
also realised that Indian people could be mobilised into a movement only under Gandhiji's leader-
ship. Now, the communists and socialists began to dissociate themselves from Bose and abandon its
\ . policy of developing alternate leadership. _J4

v]| Covered in PMF IAS Modern Indian History Book

Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Sectional Test
06 Modern India History
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Which of the following factors
contributed to the formation of the
Forward Bloc by Subhas Chandra Bose in
1939?
1. Bose failed to win the confidence of
Mahatma Gandhi.
2.The Congress Left was disunited and failed to
support Bose.
3.The Communists did not support Bose in his
endeavours.
4.The supporters of M.N. Roy and socialist
leaders like Jayaprakash Narayan preferred
Congress unity to supporting Bose.
Select the answer using the code given
below:
(a)1,2and 3
(b)1,2and 4
(c)1,3and 4
(d) 2 and 4 only
Answer: (b)

\

/33) Who among the following was the longest-serving President of the Indian Na-
tional Congress (INC) before independence?

a) Subhas Chandra Bose

b) Jawaharlal Nehru

¢) Maulana Abul Kalam Azad
d) J. B. Kripalani

Explanation

Option (c) is correct
* Maulana Abul Kalam Azad:
< Elected President of the Indian National Congress (INC) for the second time at the Ramgarh Ses-
sion, 1940.
< Served continuously from 1940 to 1946, as no sessions were held between 1941 and 1945.
< Became the longest-serving INC President before independence.

< In 1923, at the age of 35, he became the youngest person to serve as President of the INC.

Option (a) is incorrect

. Ellhhﬂi 5|tﬂﬂdﬂ Eg;g was g|gﬂgﬂ E[Eiid!ﬂ! gf '_Ihg |H§ Iﬂi;g:
< Haripura Session (1938) - First term
% Tripuri Session (1939) - Second term

His re-election in 1939 was strongly opposed by Gandhi and senior Congress leaders.

He defeated Pattabhi Sitaramayya, Gandhi’s nominee, in the 1939 election.
Due to ideological differences with Gandhi and the Working Committee, Bose resigned in April 1939.
Later, he formed the Forward Bloc In May 1030,

\

J

[ Covered in PMF IAS Modern Indian History Book

B . ¢ o o

Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Sectional Test 06 Modern India History
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Consider the following statements e Explanation h

regarding the British policy in Awadh e Statement 1 is incorrect: Immediately after the annexation of Awadh in 1856,

immediately after its annexation in 1856: the talugdars were disarmed and their forts destroyed.

1.The talugdars were dispossessed of their  Statement 2 is correct: A Summary Revenue Settlement was introduced in

estates but allowed to retain their arms and 1856. It was based on the assumption that the talugdars were

forts. outsiders/interlopers who had acquired their lands through force and fraud.

2.A Summary Revenue Settlement was made Therefore, their claims were largely ignored.

in 1856 assuming that the taluqdars were « Statement 3 is correct: British land revenue officers believed that by removing

outsiders. talugdars they would be able to settle the land with the actual owners of the soil

3.The British believed in taking revenue and thus reduce the level of exploitation of peasants while increasing revenue

directly from the peasants by removing the ISt ate]

talugdars. \_ )
Which of the statements given above 4 N
. Peasants
is/are correct?
¢ In pre-British times, the talugdars were oppressors, but many of them also appeared to be generous
(a) 2.and 3 only - : father figures: Th d various dues from th b ft iderate in ti f o=
1 : v Covered in PMF IAS ather figures: They exacted various dues from the peasants but were often considerate in times o p=
(b) 1 and 3 only : nEEd.@OW, under the Bl‘itish)(he peasant was directly exposed to overassessment of revenue and
Modern Indian o / .
(c)1,2and 3 ] inflexible methods of collection. =
(d) 2 Only Hlstory Book * In the past, the talugdars used to provide loans to the peasants during festive times. They also post- 2
oned revenue collection or reduced state revenue demand during times of hardship or crop failure. s
Answer: (a) P | 9 | P P z
\_ ) % However, now, there was no guarantee that the peasants will receive such aid from the talugdars. )
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Consider the following statements
regarding the British policy in Awadh
immediately after its annexation in 1856:
1.The talugdars were dispossessed of their
estates but allowed to retain their arms and
forts.
2.A Summary Revenue Settlement was made in
1856 assuming that the talugdars were

outsiders.

from the peasants by removing the talugdars.

correct?

(a) 2 and 3 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(¢c)1,2and 3
(d) 2 only
Answer: (a)

3.The British believed in taking revenue directly

Which of the statements given above is/are

\

£ )
Talugdars
« The annexation displaced not just the Nawab. It also dispossessed the talugdars of the region.
¢ In Awadh, many estates and forts were owned by talugdars, who, for many generations, had controlled
land and power in the countryside.
« Before the coming of the British, talugdars maintained armed retainers and built forts. They enjoyed a
degree of autonomy as long as they accepted the suzerainty of the Nawab and paid the revenue of
their talugs.
¢ The British were unwilling to tolerate the power of the talugdars, so immediately after the annexation,
(the taluqdars were disarmed and their forts destroyed. )
Summary Settlement g
e In 1856, the British introduced the Summary Settlement, which was based on the assumption that the 0
talugdars were interlopers with no permanent stakes in the land: they had established their hold over B
land through force and fraud. p -
¢ Under the Summary Settlement, the British confiscated the estates of most talugdars or zamindars. E
Figures show that in pre-British times, talugdars held 67 per cent of the total number of villages in ;
Awadh; by the Summary Settlement, this number had fallen to 38 per cent. o
\ y

v]| Covered in PMF IAS Modern Indian History Book



https://www.amazon.in/dp/B0D5868Q8K
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Consider the following assertion: A

The genesis of political alliances based on
community lay in the very nature of the
Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, 1919.
Which of the following statements
support/supports the above assertion?
1. Reforms retained and extended the principle
of separate electorates.
2.Separate electorates were supposed to
counter Indian nationalism, which was
growing stronger.
3.Deprived classes rallied around the favours
inherent in separate electorates.
Select the answer using the code given
below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 2 only
(d1,2and 3

/

. )
Explanation

All three statements support the assertion

Statement 1 is correct: The Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms (Government of
India Act, 1919) retained separate electorates for Muslims (introduced in 1909)
and extended them to Europeans, Indian Christians, Anglo-Indians, and Sikhs.
This was a major step in institutionalising community-based politics.
Statement 2 is correct: This was a clear British strategy of “Divide and Rule”.
After the Congress-League Lucknow Pact (1916) and rising nationalist sentiments,
the British deliberately promoted communal divisions to weaken unified Indian
nationalism.

Statement 3 is correct: Deprived classes viewed separate electorates as
safeguards for protecting their interests and securing political representation.
Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, 1919 encouraged them to organize politically

around the “favours” (special representation) offered by the British, contributing

to community/caste-based alliances.

Answer: (d)

v]| Covered in PMF IAS Modern Indian History Book


https://www.amazon.in/dp/B0D5868Q8K
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Consider the following assertion:
The genesis of political alliances based on
community lay in the very nature of the
Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, 1919.
Which of the following statements
support/supports the above assertion?
1. Reforms retained and extended the principle
of separate electorates.
2.Separate electorates were supposed to
counter Indian nationalism, which was
growing stronger.
3.Deprived classes rallied around the favours
inherent in separate electorates.
Select the answer using the code given
below :
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 2 only
(d1,2and 3
Answer: (d)

\

4 )
e Other than Muslims, the@ﬁnnrities, including Sikhs, Anglo-Indians, Indian Christians and Eurnpe-)
g ans, were given the right of a separate electorate. D
/e Instead of removing the educational and economic backwardness of middle-class Muslims and thus )

( integrating them into the mainstream of Indian nationalism, the system of separate electorates tended

)

to perpetuate their isolation from the developing nationalist movement,

e The reforms in no way changed the undemocratic and foreign character of British rule. The real pur-
pose of the reforms of 1909 was:
% To confuse the moderate nationalists

+ To divide the nationalist ranks

“* To check the growth of unity among Indians.

Gandhi opposed the separate electorate. He believed {Ambedkar argued for a separate electorate

that separate electorates would create division. as a means of securing political representation

for the Depressed Classes.

According to Gandhi, eliminating untouchability re- Ambedkar favoured the rights-based ap-

quires a change in daily behaviour. He tried to remove proach for the upliftment of Depressed Clas-

untouchability by sensitising the upper castes of Hindus ses.

\_and through social works. )

v]| Covered in PMF IAS Modern Indian History Book
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Pandit Mallikarjun Mansur, N ( Explanation A

the famous classical singer

Pandit Mallikarjun Mansur was a legendary Hindustani classical vocalist from Karnataka and
from Karnataka,

a distinguished exponent of the Jaipur-Atrauli Gharana.
represented the:
(a) Agra Gharana
(b) Gwalior Gharana

(c) Patiala Gharana

While he received some of his earliest training in the Gwalior Gharana style under Pandit
Nilakanthabua Alurmath, he is renowned globally as a doyen of the Jaipur-Atrauli

Gharana. He was especially known for mastery over rare ragas (aprachalit ragas) specific to this
(d) Jaipur-Atrauli Gharana

Answer: (d)

tradition, intricate melodic patterns, powerful and expressive khayal singing.

He learned the intricacies of this gharana from Ustad Manji Khan and Ustad Bur;ji Khan,
v] Covered in PMF IAS Art and who were the sons of the gharana's founder, Ustad Alladiya Khan.
Culture Book \ v

A )
< Jaipur-Atrauli Gharana: This gharana originated in the princely state of Jaipur in Rajasthan

and was founded by Ustad Alladiya Khan. It is known for its adherence to the principles of
raga purity, intricate ornamentation called gamak, and emotive expression.
v Its unique way of singing, called Khayal, with a focus on adding detailed decorations

and complex rhythms to the music, is well known.

U (v"’ Exponents include vocalists such as Kishori Amonkar and Mallikarjun Mansur. ) y
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Consider the following statements with reference to India's response
to climate change:
I. India's Long-Term Low Emission Development Strategy (LT-LEDS) is a crucial
tool for achieving net-zero emissions by 2070.
I1. India's 4th Biennial Update Report (BUR-4) submitted in December, 2024
recorded around 8% decrease in Greenhouse gas emissions in 2020 over 2019.
IT1. Climate-resilient development necessarily depends on quick and short-term
achievement of emission reduction targets.
Which of the following relationships among the above statements is/are correct?
1.Statement I is empirically supported by statement II.
2.Statement III contradicts the approach implicit in statement 1.
3.Statement I and statement III together establish the premise of long-term
sustainability.
Select the answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2
(c)2and 3
(d) 3 only
Answer: (b)

/

Explanation

e Statement 1 is correct: India’s Long-Term
Low Emission Development Strategy (LT-
LEDS), submitted to the UNFCCC in 2022,
details the multi-sectoral decarbonization
roadmap necessary to achieve net-zero
emissions by 2070.

e Statement 2 is correct: The Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change
submitted India's 4th Biennial Update Report
(BUR-4) in December 2024, recording a 7.93%
decrease in total greenhouse gas emissions for
2020 compared to 2019.

» Statement 3 is incorrect: India’s official
climate policy prioritizes long-term sustainable
economic growth and gradual carbon

decoupling over short-term emission targets.

\

J

Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources
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With respect to the Western Hoolock
Gibbons, which of the following
statements is/are correct?

1.A Sanctuary in North-east India is home
to this ape species listed as Endangered in
the International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN) Red List.

2.They have specialised brachiation and can
easily swing between trees.

3.They possess a strong and heavy build like
gorillas, yet are remarkably agile tree
climbers.

Select the answer using the code given
below:

(a) 1 only

(b) 1and 2

(c)2and 3

(d) 3 only

Answer: (b)

\

/

o

Explanation

e Statement 1 is correct: Western Hoolock Gibbon is India’s only ape species and is
found in North-east India, especially in Hollongapar Gibbon Wildlife
Sanctuary, Assam. It is listed as Endangered on the IUCN Red List.

» Statement 2 is correct: Hoolock gibbons are highly arboreal and are adapted for
brachiation, meaning they move by swinging from branch to branch using their
long arms. This helps them travel efficiently through the forest canopy.

» Statement 3 is incorrect: They do not have a strong, heavy gorilla-like build.
Gibbons are relatively small, light-bodied apes with long arms, specially adapted for

fast canopy movement and swinging between trees.

\

[ Covered in PMF IAS Environment Book

[ Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs

[ Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Sectional Test, Environment-II
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With respect to the Western Hoolock
Gibbons, which of the following
statements is/are correct?

1.A Sanctuary in North-east India is home
to this ape species listed as Endangered in
the International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN) Red List.

2.They have specialised brachiation and can
easily swing between trees.

3.They possess a strong and heavy build like
gorillas, yet are remarkably agile tree
climbers.

Select the answer using the code given
below:

(a) 1 only
(b)1and 2
(¢)2and 3
(d) 3 only
Answer: (b)

N [

## Mammal - EN — Red Panda/

o

w

1* 4

1° 4

L* 4

o

o

Lesser Panda¥®

Alzo known as “firefox” and “red-cat-bear”, it is an arbo-
real mammal native to the eastern Himalayas and 5W
China. It is an indicator species and an umbrella species
for the Himalayan Ecosystem.

= Umbrella Species: A species whose conservation confers

protection to many co-occurring species.

Mot related to the giant panda. Nocturnal and crepus-
cular (active during bwilight and dawn).

Though carnivorous, 98% of its diet is bamboo leaves
and shoots.

Two Distinct Species: Himalayan red panda and
Chinese red pam,ia- The "':’arhmg ,ian;;hu River 1s the
actual geographical barrier between the distributions of
these two species.

China. It is found in Sikkim, WB, Arunachal Pradesh,
and Meghalaya. State animal of Sikkim.

Habitat: Temperate montane
bamboo-thicket understorey.

[UCN: EN | WPA: S5ch |

forests with dense

# Mammal - EN — Western Hoolock

o

Gibbon/White-Browed Gibbon*

One of the three species of hoolock gibbon (lesser apes),
and is the only ape found in India.

Distribution: Bangladesh, India (NE
Myanmar (west of the Chindwin River).

India) and
Habitat: Tropical evergreen rainforests, tropical ever
green and semi-evergreen forests, etc.

IUCN: EN | WPA: Sch

1ihe 4
LSRN
o= -
" B
B N .
11 1V A MM A N
B o RS LR R A
roerly
4
b |
b
. )
-

# Mammal - EN - Wild Water Buffalo/

= ]

Asiatic Buffalo®

I..,urgv bovine native to the Indian subcontinent (-90% of
the existing population resides in India) and SE Asia. It

\

J

[ Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs

[ Covered in PMF IAS Environment Book

[ Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Sectional Test, Environment-II
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- h HOOLOCK GIBBONS

With respect tO the Western HOO].OCk Gibbons are a family of apes and are called Lesser apes. They are the smallest and fastest of all apes
Gibbons, which of the following o Owiy ape e o Stamans
- va v specfies =
. , found i [ LIFE EXPECTANCY
statements is/are correct? e About 25 years inthe
wild.
. o o ne of i SIAMANG |
1.A Sanctuary in North-east India is home st : 1
Baoth male and White rings Live together in ey < o
to this ape species listed as Endangered in (femalos havegrey-| | femalegibbans | aroundtheeyes) | monogamous paics, | [ Males ek V] Covered in PMF IAS
B are size-similar and mouth which stake out a th'l:':kgm:?te
i . . e [T but color-diverse. | | create a mask- | | territory. Siriking whe 1
the International Union for Conservation s elook | - [ bt | Environment Book
O ( Diurnal and arbareal, nown for 4 °
Of Nature (IUCN) Red LlSt‘ they swing between u::alizing to V Covered ln PMF IAS
i . . . Ir?es usi!'lg brachiation lneate family =
2.They have specialised brachiation and can with their slender, lang members and Current Affairs

arms. | defend their

terntory.

easily swing between trees. ; el T E )
y g ' ':";il:':ﬂ"h.l-\ . ' r‘; V Covered 1n PMF I_AS
mn 1 e upper (1 CONSISTS O

e [ e Test Series, Sectional
" Test, Environment-11I

3.They possess a strong and heavy build like

gorillas, yet are remarkably agile tree

climbers.

Select the answer using the code given

below:
HABITAT
Tropical evergreen ; Evergreen, scrub &

(a) 1 Only rainforests, fropical semi-deciduous forests, found
evergreen and semi - | . mountainous broadleaf inindia  ——

(b) 1 and 2 evergreen forests etc. E pine forests r!:mm:

Chindwin River)
— trrchiar -

(c) 2 and 3 [ /pmfias (ng 1ndia)  HOLLONGAPAR GIBBEON SANCTUARY 1 /pmfias
Evergreen forest Home fto western Concern; It has become a forest
area located in hoolock gibbon and - island due to lost

(d) 3 Only the Jorhat Bengal slow loris connectivity with J
district, TN (NE India's only surrounding 3

Answer: (b) nocturnal primate). forest patches.

\ / {5 courses.pmfias.com PMF IAS Current Affairs {} pmfios.com
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Which of the following best explain(s) the rationale Explanation
for protecting mangrove ecosystems in the context « Statement 1 is incorrect: Mangroves do reduce tidal and wave
of climate resilience? energy, but they do not store freshwater in a way that makes them
1.Mangroves reduce tidal energy and store freshwater, ideal for paddy cultivation.
making them ideal sites for paddy cultivation in saline « Statement 2 is incorrect: Mangroves are salt-tolerant, not salt-
estuarine belis. sensitive. Their roots can exclude or manage salt to survive in saline
2. Their salt-sensitive roots filter seawater, making conditions, but they do not convert coastal land into freshwater
mangroves key to converting coastal land into aquaculture zones.
freshwater aquaculture zones. o Statement 3 is correct: Mangroves act as natural bio-shields by
3.By withstanding tidal surges and offering biomass reducing the impact of tidal surges, cyclones, waves and coastal
resources, mangroves function both as natural bio- erosion. They also support rural livelihoods through fisheries,
shields and livelihood bases for rural communities. fuelwood, honey, fodder and other biomass-based resources.
- J
Select the answer using the code given below:
a) 1 onl . : :
(@) Y Covered in PMF IAS Environment Book
(b) 1 and 2
(¢) 2 and 3 [ Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Sectional Test, Environment-1I
(d) 3 only [ Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
Answer: (d)
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Which of the following best explain(s) the rationale

\

-

: Wetland Ecosystem

. . A t Est L tal |

for protecting mangrove ecosystems in the context pee Buary . 200n (£08sth l8goon)
Flow Water is deeper and faster Water is shallow and sluggish

Of climate resilience? Salinity Clear salinity gradient (fresh — brackish Mostly hypersaline; can be fresh or brackish

» marine) depending on the inlet opening, evaporation and
. seasonal rainfal
1. Mangroves reduce tidal energy and store freshwater, i _ _

Ecology Highly productive nursery ground; strong  Productivity depends on flushing and nutrients;

making them ideal sites for paddy cultivation in saline
estuarine belts.

2.Their salt-sensitive roots filter seawater, making

tidal wetlands and mixing processes

they often support seagrass beds, bird habitat, and
brackish communities

l 7.3 MANGROVES

tactors—lack of oxygen, high salinity, and diurnal tidal
inundation. Some of the adaptations include:

v Specialised Root System: To cope with anoxic

» ?]I:mi':mwh .m-” TJIHPIHII? ik.:ll-tu[:-r.mll-l cve:‘gr_e::ln (low-oxygen) saline soils, many halophytes—espe-
c c shrubs or small trees that represent a characteristic iallv mangroves—develop aerial breathing roots
mangroves key to Convertlng CoaStal land mto littoral (seashore) forest ecosvstem. They grow below gt 11-:.-1:1;.,nm.- e sk : 1"1 g
the high-water level of spring tides. ' < Rhizophora produces arching prop/stilt roots
adventitious support roots arising above
freShwater aquaculture Zones. o  Mangroves thrive best in sheltered, |ﬂ'r\-'-l.!l'll.!rg"||-f coasts i pisclopig s R e

3.By withstanding tidal surges and offering biomass
resources, mangroves function both as natural bio-
shields and livelihood bases for rural communities.
Select the answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b)1and 2
(c)2and 3

.

where waves are weak, water is brackish with regular
tidal flushing, and rivers deposit abundant silt. Such
habitats include estuaries, mudflats, tidal crecks, back-
waters, and lagoons on tropical and subtropical coasts
where sunshine is plentiful.

7.3.1 Adaptive Mechanism

of Mangroves (and Most
Halophytes)

=4

Halophytes, such as mangroves, have evolved unique
morphological (shape and structure) and physiolog-
ical (functional) adaptations to survive the limiting

ground from the trunk/branches).
Prop Roots: They develop from horizontally spread
branches of the tree,
Stilt Roots: They arise from basal nodes of the stem near
the soil.
-  Avicennia
“air roots or blind roots” that grow up from
submerged lateral roots and protrude abowve

torms pneumatophores—upright

the mud/water.
v Buttresses: Large, wide support roots on all sides of
a shallowly rooted (mangrove) tree.
¥ Moede of Reproduction: Halophyvtes relv on viviparity,
where seeds germinate within the plant to over
come the problem ot germination in saline water.

\

/

(d) 3 only
Answer: (d)

v| Covered in PMF IAS Environment Book
v| Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Sectional Test, Environment-I
v| Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
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Which of the following best explain(s) the

rationale for protecting mangrove ecosystems in
the context of climate resilience?

1. Mangroves reduce tidal energy and store freshwater,
making them ideal sites for paddy cultivation in
saline estuarine belts.

2.Their salt-sensitive roots filter seawater, making
mangroves key to converting coastal land into
freshwater aquaculture zones.

3. By withstanding tidal surges and offering biomass
resources, mangroves function both as natural bio-
shields and livelihood bases for rural communities.

Select the answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 only
(b)1and 2
(c)2and 3
(d) 3 only
Answer: (d)

v Covered in PMF IAS
Environment Book

v Covered in PMF IAS Test Series
Sectional Test, Environment-I

v Covered in PMF IAS Current
Affairs

-

# Islands/UTs

o

o

Andaman & Nicobar Islands: Extensive mangroves
along many sheltered coasts and creeks.

p‘tl_'ter L'Tﬂ- |'mi|.u:.‘]u,-:|'1'.\', | .1L.u11.11,|h'1,'|,'}1, and Dadra
& MNagar Haveli and Daman & Diu have very limiated,

patchy mangroves,

# Mangroves of Sundarbans

o

The Sundarbans—named after the Sundari mangrove
tree=is a vast idal mangrove ecosystem on the Ganga-
Brahmaputra-Meghna delta, shared by India (West
Bengal) and Bangladesh. It is the largest single block of
mangroves in the world.

The eco-geography of the region depends on tidal
r!!},-rlu---L[;-F':u.::u'th of silt in the channels, which raise the
bed and form new islands and crecks.

Major Fauna: Roval Bengal tiger (EN), saltwater eroco-
dile (LC). river terrapin, olive ridley turtle (VL), Ganges
river dolphin (EN), hawksbill turtle, mangrove horse-
shoe crab, ete.

I'he Sundarbans delta (India and Bangladesh) is the
only mangrove forest inhabited by tigers. It supports
=225 tigers (~100 in the Indian Sundarbans and =125 in
the Bangladesh Sundarbans).

& Impact of Climate Change

70 per cent of the land in the Sundarbans is just
a few feet above sea level. In 2010, a study led by
the World Wide Fund for Nature projected that a
sea-level rise of 11 inches could reduce the number
ol ‘.i:,_;n,-h in the sundarbans 11_1, Y6 per cent within a

few decades.

& MISHTI Programme

MISHTI: Mangrove Initiative for Shoreline Habitats
and Tangible Incomes.

Wetland Ecosystem :

Objective: To establish mangrove plantations along
the coastline and on salt pan lands.

Launch: Announced in the 2023-24 Union Budget,
the Gol launched it on June 5™, 2023,

Aim: Planting mangroves in 540 sq km of coastline,
spanning 11 states and two UTs,

Implementation: Mangroves will be planted through
initiatives of the Compensatory Afforestation Fund
Management and Planning Authority (CAMPA),
the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Emplovment
Guarantee Act (replaced by VB-G RAM G Act,
2025), and a public-private partnership.

I 7.3.4 Importance of Mangroves

¥

Mangroves (ecotone between land and sea) are highly
pruductiw ecosvstems with rich biodiversity.

I'hey have a complex root system that is very etlicient
in dissipating the sea wave energy, thus protecting the
coastal areas from tsunamis, storm surges (produced by
cvelones) and soil erosion.

I'hey moderate monsoonal tidal floods and reduce the
inundation of coastal lowlands,

Fhev act as a zone of land accretion by slowing down
water flow and enhancing sediment -.lv}\hr:-ili-.u'l.

I'hey enhance the natural reeyeling of nutrients, act as
a riparian buffer and trap pollutants, including heavy
metal contaminants,

Mangroves are an essential carbon sink. They store
large amounts of carbon in biomass, particularly in
waterlogged soils.

Fheir roots provide a safe and favourable environment
for breeding, spawning, and rearing several fish,

Ihg,'.r act as an essential source of livelihood for the
coastal communities 1,lg'pc|1|,|¢nt on the collection of
hnuq_'_r, tannins, wax, firewood, medicinal plants, edible

plants, and fishing.

~

J
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Which of the following best explain(s) the
rationale for protecting mangrove ecosystems in
the context of climate resilience?

1. Mangroves reduce tidal energy and store freshwater,
making them ideal sites for paddy cultivation in
saline estuarine belts.

2.Their salt-sensitive roots filter seawater, making
mangroves key to converting coastal land into
freshwater aquaculture zones.

3.By withstanding tidal surges and offering biomass
resources, mangroves function both as natural bio-
shields and livelihood bases for rural communities.

Select the answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 v| Covered in PMF IAS

(¢) 2 and 3 Environment Book

(d) 3 only v Covered in PMF IAS Test Series,

Sectional Test, Environment-I

v Covered in PMF IAS Current
Affairs

Answer: (d)

\

26) Consider the following statements regarding Mangroves:

1. Statement I: Mangroves are mainly found in the intertidal regions of the tropics and subtropics.
2. Statement lI: Their adaptive mechanisms, like salt filtration and coping with brackish water, are en-

ergy-intensive and require high solar radiation.

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?
a) Both Statement-1 and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for State-
ment-I|
b) Both Statement-| and Statement-Il are correct, and Statement-ll is not the correct explanation for

Statement-|

c) Statement-| is correct, but Statement-|l is incorrect

d) Statement-l is incorrect, but Statement-Il is correct

Explanation

Both Statement-l and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for State-
ment-I

Salt may accumulate
in older leaves
before they fall.

Salt glands in the
surface layers of leaves

secrete salts (salt excreters),

[
]

-
ra

\
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Which of the following best explain(s) the rationale
for protecting mangrove ecosystems in the context
of climate resilience?

1. Mangroves reduce tidal energy and store freshwater,
making them ideal sites for paddy cultivation in saline
estuarine belts.

2.Their salt-sensitive roots filter seawater, making
mangroves key to converting coastal land into
freshwater aquaculture zones.

3.By withstanding tidal surges and offering biomass
resources, mangroves function both as natural bio-
shields and livelihood bases for rural communities.

Select the answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 only
(b)1and 2
(c)2and 3
(d) 3 only
Answer: (d)

\

/E?J

Consider the following statements regarding mangrove ecosystems in India:

1. Statement |: Mangroves are highly specialized coastal ecosystems that exhibit structural and physio-
logical adaptations to survive in saline, low-oxygen, and tidally influenced environments.

2. Statement Il: The Gulf of Kutch has tall and dense mangrove forests similar to those found in the
Sundarbans, due to its high silt deposition and continuous tidal influx.

3. Statement lll: On the east coast, mangroves are generally stunted and degraded because the region

receives limited riverine silt and lacks major deltaic systems for their growth.

Which one of the following is correct in respect to the above statements?

a) Both Statement |l and Statement Ill are correct and both of them explain Statement |
b) Both Statement |l and Statement lll are correct but only one of them explains Statement |
c) Only one of the Statements Il and Ill is correct and that explains Statement |

d) Meither Statement Il nor Statement |ll is correct

Explanation

Neither Statement Il nor Statement Il is correct

+ Mangroves are salt-tolerant (halophytes) evergreen shrubs or small trees (vary in height from 8 to
20m) that represent a characteristic littoral (near the seashore) forest ecosystem.

¢ They grow below the high-water level of spring tides.

» Mangroves exhibit varied morphological (shape and structure) and physiological (functional) evolutionary
adaptations to survive the limiting factors — lack of oxygen, high salinity, and diurnal tidal inundation.

. me of th

ions exhibi man

<+ Succulent leaves (thick leaves adapted to store water and reduce evapotranspiration),
% Sunken stomata (to protect from drying winds),
% Leaves with salt-secreting glands (to flush out the excess salt)
< Aerial breathing roots called pneumatophores,
% Vivipary (seeds or embryos begin to develop before they detach from the parent),
< Stilt and prop roots (they are fibrous (adventitious) support roots)
% Buttresses (large, wide support roots on all sides of a shallowly rooted (mangrove) tree).
¢ In size, mangroves range from bushy stands of dwarf mangroves found in the Guilf of Kutch to taller
stands found in the Sundarbans.
e In Gujarat (north-west coast), mangroves are found mainly in the Gulf of Kutch and the Kori Creek

region (paleo delta of the Indus River (once upon a time, it was part of the Indus delta)).

They are scrubby with stunted growth, forming narrow, discontinuous patches on soft clayey mud.

~

/

v Covered in PMF IAS Environment Book

v/ Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Sectional Test, Environment-I

v/ Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
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In what way(s) does the Vizhinjam International Explanation
Seaport represent a structural shift in India's e Statement 1 is incorrect: Vizhinjam International Seaport is
maritime trade and logistics policy? designed as an international trans-shipment hub, not exclusively as a
1. By functioning exclusively as a domestic cargo shipping domestic cargo hub.
hub to reduce reliance on foreign and eliminate the » Statement 2 is incorrect: The port focuses on ultra-large container
need for collaborations. vessels and trans-shipment logistics, not passenger cruise tourism or
2.By focusing primarily on passenger cruise tourism and heritage shipping.
heritage shipping to increase Kerala's profile as a » Statement 3 is correct: The port uses a natural deep draft of over
maritime heritage destination. 20 metres and a strategic location to reduce dependence on foreign
3.By leveraging its natural deep draft and strategic trans-shipment ports, retain revenue, and reposition India in regional
location to reduce dependence on foreign trans- 9 maritime trade. )
shipment ports, enhance revenue retention, and
reposition India in regional maritime trade. v]| Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
Select the answer using the code given below: v]| Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Comprehensive Test 03
(a) 1 only
(b) 1and 2
(¢)2and 3
(d) 3 only

Answer: (d)
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In what way(s) does the Vizhinjam International
Seaport represent a structural shift in India's
maritime trade and logistics policy?

1. By functioning exclusively as a domestic cargo shipping
hub to reduce reliance on foreign and eliminate the
need for collaborations.

2.By focusing primarily on passenger cruise tourism and
heritage shipping to increase Kerala's profile as a
maritime heritage destination.

3.By leveraging its natural deep draft and strategic
location to reduce dependence on foreign trans-
shipment ports, enhance revenue retention, and
reposition India in regional maritime trade.

Select the answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only

(b)1and 2

(c)2and 3

(d) 3 only

Answer: (d)

\

/

nea, built with prefabricated porta cabins under the
UDAN scheme.,
= Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik (UDAN): Launched in
2016 by the Ministry of Civil Aviation, it subsidises
regional flights to make air travel affordable and
connect smaller towns with major cities.

e Porta cabins are modular buildings made in factories
from steel or polyurethane foam and then trans-
ported for installation at the site.

=  Polyurethane is a lightweight, firm synthetic pol-
ymer that offers good building insulation.

» Benefits: Porta cabins offer low-cost terminals that
can be operational within weeks, bypassing land ac-
quisition delays; they also enable modular expan-
sion.

¢ Challenges: Offer limited durability, space, ameni-
ties, & lack premium facilities and aesthetic appeal.

&  Previous Use: Airports at Shirdi in Maharashtra, Hub-
balli and Kalaburagi in Karnataka, and Chitrakoot in
Uttar Pradesh also began operations using such cab-
ins.,

11.7 Vizhinjam Deepwater Transshipment Port *

% PMinaugurated the Vizhinjam International Seaport
(VIS) in Kerala, marking India’s entry into the deep-
water transshipment infrastructure space.

India is also developing a deepwater port at Vadh-
van in Maharashtra and another mega transship-

o

containers are transferred between ships en route
to final destinations; critical for handling interna-
tional cargo efficiently.

ndia' Deen-Wate ansshipment for direct
handling of container transfers fbetween vessels
without routing through foreign ports.
Handles Ultra-Large Vessels: Natural depth of 18-20
meters supports large ships.,

PPP_Mode: Developed under Landlord Model with

DBFOT (Design, Build, Finance, Operate and Transfer)

model, it is India’s first greenfield port initiated by a

state government,

Features India's first semi-automated port system,

Al-driven control room and Indigenous Vessel Traffic

Management System (VTMS).

= Landlord Model of PPP: in this model, the govern-
ment or port authority retains ownership of the
port and basic infrastructure, while private play-
ers lease terminals and handle cargo operations.
it allows public control over strategic ossets and
private efficiency in operations and investment.
= DBFOT: A public-private partnership model where

the private entity designs, builds & operates the
infrastructure for a set period, finances the pro-
ject, and then transfers it back to the government
after the contract ends. It reduces upfront public
spending & brings in private sector efficiency & in-
vestment.

\

/

([ Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs

[ Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Comprehensive Test 03
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In what way(s) does the Vizhinjam International
Seaport represent a structural shift in India's
maritime trade and logistics policy?

1. By functioning exclusively as a domestic cargo shipping
hub to reduce reliance on foreign and eliminate the
need for collaborations.

2.By focusing primarily on passenger cruise tourism and
heritage shipping to increase Kerala's profile as a
maritime heritage destination.

3.By leveraging its natural deep draft and strategic
location to reduce dependence on foreign trans-
shipment ports, enhance revenue retention, and
reposition India in regional maritime trade.

Select the answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2

(c)2and 3

(d) 3 only

Answer: (d)

\

96) Consider the following statements about Vizhinjam Deepwater Transshipment
Port:

\_ portis proposed on Great Nicobar Island. -/

=k

It is India's First Deep-Water Transshipment for direct handling of container transfers.
It is India’s first greenfield port initiated by a state government.

With a natural depth of 18-20 meters, the port can handle large ships and ultra-large vessels.

o W N

It features India’s first semi-automated port system, Al-driven control room and Indigenous Vessel

Traffic Management System.,

How many of the statements given above is/are not correct?
a) 1only
b) 2 and 3 only
¢) 4 only
d) None of the above

Explanation
+« PM inaugurated the Vizhinjam International Seaport (VIS) in Kerala in May 2025, marking India’s entry

into the deep-water transshipment infrastructure space.

* India s also developing a deepwater port at Vadhvan in Maharashtra and another mega transshipment

v| Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs

v]| Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Comprehensive Test 03
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. - . +« PM inaugurated the Vizhinjam International Seaport (VI5) in Kerala in May 2025, marking India’s entry
In what way(s) does the Vizhinjam International it the deep-wter transshipmert IRSSTLCRNE SDRCE. |
. . o * India is also developing a deepwater port at Vadhvan in Maharashtra and another mega transshipment
Seaport represent a structural shift in India's R R R 8
L L o L o . m
maritime trade and logistics policy? kbt i conret d)
Vizhinjam is India’s First Deep-Water Transshipment for direct handling of container transfers between H
1. By functioning exclusively as a domestic cargo shipping vessels without routing through foreign ports. L
] . . . # Deepwater Transshipment Port is a port where containers are transferred between ships en-route '5
hUb tO I'edllce I'ellance on fOI'elgIl and ellmlnate the to final destinations; critical for handling intermnational cargo efficiently. Q
v
need for collaborations. <
—
2.By focusing primarily on passenger cruise tourism and g*
heritage shipping to increase Kerala's profile as a Vo =¥ = ' éﬁ "7 2 8
" . . . ‘o \eee o e /Y .3
maritime heritage destination. Seo Gl }M N "";'%,% | %-‘ 5
. o . A h':::l'_ Sty -3 1 © yu|
3.By leveraging its natural deep draft and strategic Q&;‘% \{; .._;f.,a]m,a,., é‘» = $ 3 ”}""_‘_‘_'“ = =
i - * e L27A ——— R 1 W
location to reduce dependence on foreign trans- iy (e \ A | D
el Ekes "~ !SriLanka e -:'l:. 5 [ 175}
. . [ 3 Ciarmbs Creor Ncobar e G)
shipment ports, enhance revenue retention, and / ; % 5 z
- .. : " i - i
reposition India in regional maritime trade. % “}*ﬁ $ 2 g
S 1 h O h d o b 1 . Statement 2 is correct
€ eCt t ¢ answer uSIHg t € coae glven elow: « PPP Mode Developed under Landlord Model with DBFOT (Design, Build, Finance, Operate and Transfer) E E
maodel, it is India’s first greenfield port initiated by a state govemment
(a) 1 Only + Signifi f Vizhinj A P
(b) 1 and 2 Statement 3 is correct -E oE
& H.lndl.ﬁ.!.ll.‘l.[Ll.ll:ﬂ:LHﬂnli Matural depth of 18-20 meters supports large ships FO FU
(C) 2 and 3 < Low Sand Drift Its cunilinear coastlinge minimizes siltation, reducing costs of maintenance and 8 8
Q) )
dredging.
(d) 3 Only Geostrategic Location thus reducing dependency on foreign porns g %
! Swers: ( d) ¥ Previously, 75% of India’s transshipment carge was routed through Colomba, Singapore or U U
k / \ v Just 10 nautical miles from key international ship ping lanes linking Europe, Gulf and Far East / > >
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In what way(s) does the Vizhinjam International

\

Statement 4 is correct

< Indigenous Tech Integration: Features India’s first semi-automated port system, Al-driven control
room and Indigenous Vessel Traffic Management System (VTMS).

maritime trade and logistics po]icy? < Efficient Turnaround: Real-time traffic updates and optimized ship handling improve turnaround

1. By functioning exclusively as a domestic cargo iine and opermonal acncy,
% Complements Sagarmala Programme: Strengthens India’s port-led development and integration

Seaport represent a structural shift in India's

shipping hub to reduce reliance on foreign and , o _
into global maritime value chains.

eliminate the need for collaborations. % Readiness for Global Cargo Demand: Ability to serve Ultra Large Container Vessels (ULCVs) directly

2.By focusing primarily on passenger cruise tourism \ enhances India’s integration into global supply chains. )
and heritage shipping to increase Kerala's profile as a
3.By leveraging its natural deep draft and strategic v] Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Comprehensive Test 03
location to reduce dependence on foreign trans-
shipment ports, enhance revenue retention, and
reposition India in regional maritime trade. C t A £F A ya 2 027
Select the answer using the code given below: urren a I r's A-
(@ 1 only 2
(b) 1and 2 @& LENS Current Affairs & Prelims Magum :
(C) 2 and 3 @ Daily Practice MCQs @ Infographics \
) 3 only & Opinion & Editorials & Mains Magnum

Answer: (d) t, 9211591415 .
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. . . Explanation
Identify the river of the Indian
sub-continent on the basis of the  Sutlej is an antecedent river. Antecedent rivers existed before the final uplift of the
following information: Himalayas and maintained their course by cutting deep gorges as the mountains rose.
1.1t has an antecedent drainage system. It originates in Tibet/China, enters India through Himachal Pradesh, and then joins
2.1t flows through three countries. the Chenab River (Indus system) in Pakistan.
3.1t originates in the Tibetan Plateau e The Sutlej does not directly enter the sea and does not form a deltaic distributary
and is an important river for system.
. . L J
Irrigation. e N
4.1t does not form distributaries. Sutlej
elec € answer 1rom the « Sutle) rises injRaksas Tal near Mansarovar in Tibe§§ where it is called Langchen Khambab.,
Select th f th Sutlej rises i ke I in Ti is called h hambab
following: » |t flows almost parallel to the Indus before entering India. It is the longest tributary of the Indus.
e [t pass [ ipki La in the Himalayan range and enters the Punjab plains. =
(a) Brahmaputra p h h Shipki La in the Himalay g he Punjab plai =
(b) Indus « Itis arj antecedent river| (it existed even before the formation of the Himalayas).
. e [tis animportant tributary that feeds the canal system of the Bhakra Nangal project. &
(c) Sutlej is an imp ibutary that feed y f gal proj =
¢ The main tributaries of the Sutlej River in India are Ravi and Beas. ?
(d) Teesta - ) =
« |mportant cities: Ferozpur and Ludhiana. =
Answer: (¢) S )

v| Covered in PMF IAS Geography Book
e Partially Covered in PMF IAS Indian Physical Geography - Page No. 102 and 104
o] Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Comprehensive Test 01
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Identify the river of the Indian Sl Indus River Basin

sub-continent on the basis of the G T - Pong Dam ", Pangang Lake
following information: . o
1.1t has an antecedent drainage system.
2.1t flows through three countries.
3.1t originates in the Tibetan Plateau
and is an important river for
irrigation.
4.1t does not form distributaries.

Select the answer from the

—

N 8 Harike Barrage

following:

Nangal Dam Ropar Headworks

(a) Brahmaputra
(b) Indus

(c) Sutlej

(d) Teesta
Answer: (c¢)

OPMF IAS

v| Covered in PMF IAS Geography Book
e Partially Covered in PMF IAS Indian Physical Geography - Page No. 102 and 104

e | Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Comprehensive Test 01




E UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 - Set A — Answer Key & Source Tracing

4 A /Fnr' 3 is correct h
o o 0 irai i
Identify the river of the Indian

sub-continent on the basis of the

. l Sutlej rises in Raksas Tal near Mansarovar in Tibet, where it is called Langchen Khambab. l

. . o It flows almost parallel to the Indus before entering India. It is the longest tributary of the Indus.
following information:

1.1t has an antecedent drainage system. COMPREHENSIVE Test - 07 2026 PTS -2
2.1t flows through three countries.

3.1t originates in the Tibetan Plateau

and is an important river for

Irrigation. e www.pmfias.com 2026 Prelims Test Series
4.1t does not form distributaries.

Select the answer from the

It passes through Shipki La in the Himalayan range and enters the Punjab plains.

DL Db It is an important tributary that feeds the canal system of the Bhakra Nangal project.

Important cities: Ferozpur and Ludhiana.

(a) Brahmaputra
(b) Indus

(c) Sutlej

(d) Teesta
Answer: (¢)

[ Covered in PMF IAS Geography Book
Partially Covered in PMF IAS Indian Physical Geography - Page No. 102 and 104

Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Comprehensive Test 01
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	Select the answer using the code given below:  (a) 1 only  (b) 1 and 2 (c) 2 and 3 (d) 3 only Answer: (d)

	Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Identify the river of the Indian sub-continent on the basis of the following information:
	Explanation
	Covered in PMF IAS Geography Book
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Indian Physical Geography - Page No. 102 and 104
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Comprehensive Test 01


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Identify the river of the Indian sub-continent on the basis of the following information:
	Covered in PMF IAS Geography Book
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Indian Physical Geography - Page No. 102 and 104
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Comprehensive Test 01

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Identify the river of the Indian sub-continent on the basis of the following information:
	Covered in PMF IAS Geography Book
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Indian Physical Geography - Page No. 102 and 104
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Comprehensive Test 01

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following with reference to Indian States is/are not correct?
	Explanation
	Not covered in PMF IAS Geography Book


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements with regard to the arrival of Amur Falcons at Doyang Lake in Nagaland each year from Mongolia is/are correct?
	Explanation
	Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements with regard to the arrival of Amur Falcons at Doyang Lake in Nagaland each year from Mongolia is/are correct?
	Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements with regard to the arrival of Amur Falcons at Doyang Lake in Nagaland each year from Mongolia is/are correct?

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which among the following is/are the objective(s) of the Rainfed Area Development (RAD) initiative under the National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA)?
	Explanation
	Not covered in PMF IAS Agriculture Book


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which among the following is/are the objective(s) of the Rainfed Area Development (RAD) initiative under the National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA)?
	Not covered in PMF IAS Agriculture Book

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following is/are the most significant implication(s) of obtaining Oeko-Tex certification for Eri Silk in the global textile industry?
	Explanation

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Ships from which of the following countries have to cross the Strait of Hormuz to reach out to the Indian Ocean?

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Ships from which of the following countries have to cross the Strait of Hormuz to reach out to the Indian Ocean?

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Ships from which of the following countries have to cross the Strait of Hormuz to reach out to the Indian Ocean?

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Explanation
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	With reference to Madhav National Park, which of the following statements is/are correct?
	Explanation
	Covered in PMF IAS Daily MCQs March-2025
	Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
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	With reference to Madhav National Park, which of the following statements is/are correct?
	Covered in PMF IAS Daily MCQs March-2025
	Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	With reference to the climate of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, which of the following statements is/are correct?
	Explanation
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following geographical features or phenomena is/are associated with the Peninsular Block of India?
	Explanation
	Covered in PMF IAS Indian Physical Geography Book-Page nos. 79, 87, 88.
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series >Geography Sectional Test-II
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	Which of the following geographical features or phenomena is/are associated with the Peninsular Block of India?
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	Which of the following geographical features or phenomena is/are associated with the Peninsular Block of India?

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following geographical features or phenomena is/are associated with the Peninsular Block of India?

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Covered in PMF IAS Prelims magnum 2026

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Explanation
	Covered in PMF IAS Prelims Magnum 2026


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Consider the following statements about Rhynchostylis retusa (Foxtail orchid):
	Explanation
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which one of the following statements with regard to the Moidams, built by the Tai-Ahom kingdom and inscribed as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO, is/are correct?
	Explanation
	Covered in PMF IAS Ancient and Medieval India Book


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which one of the following statements with regard to the Moidams, built by the Tai-Ahom kingdom and inscribed as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO, is/are correct?
	Covered in PMF IAS Art and Culture Book
	Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Explanation
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements with reference to Lake Turkana is/are correct?
	Explanation
	Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
	Covered in PMF IAS Daily MCQs November 2025
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Comprehensive Test 02


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements with reference to Lake Turkana is/are correct?
	Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
	Covered in PMF IAS Daily MCQs November 2025
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Comprehensive Test 02
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	Which of the following statements with reference to Lake Turkana is/are correct?
	Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
	Covered in PMF IAS Daily MCQs November 2025
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	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements with regard to genetic medicine is/are correct?
	Explanation
	Covered in PMF IAS Science and Technology Book


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements with regard to genetic medicine is/are correct?
	Covered in PMF IAS Science and Technology Book

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements with regard to Large Language Models (LLMs) used in machine learning is/are correct?
	Explanation
	Covered in PMF IAS Science and Technology Book
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Comprehensive Test 08


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements with regard to Large Language Models (LLMs) used in machine learning is/are correct?
	Covered in PMF IAS Science and Technology Book
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Comprehensive Test 08

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements with regard to Large Language Models (LLMs) used in machine learning is/are correct?
	Covered in PMF IAS Science and Technology Book

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements with regard to Large Language Models (LLMs) used in machine learning is/are correct?
	Covered in PMF IAS Science and Technology Book
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Comprehensive Test 08

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements with regard to Large Language Models (LLMs) used in machine learning is/are correct?
	Covered in PMF IAS Science and Technology Book

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements with regard to stealth technology is/are correct?
	Explanation
	Covered in PMF IAS Science and Technology Book
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series CA July Test, S&T Advanced Test 08


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements with regard to stealth technology is/are correct?
	Covered in PMF IAS Science and Technology Book
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series CA July Test, S&T Advanced Test 08

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements with regard to stealth technology is/are correct?
	Covered in PMF IAS Science and Technology Book
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series CA July Test, S&T Advanced Test 08
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	Which of the following statements with regard to stealth technology is/are correct?
	Covered in PMF IAS Science and Technology Book
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series CA July Test, S&T Advanced Test 08
	Which of the following statements with regard to Black Boxes used in modern aircrafts is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements with regard to Black Boxes used in modern aircrafts is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements with regard to Black Boxes used in modern aircrafts is/are correct?


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements with regard to Green Hydrogen is/are correct?
	Explanation
	Covered in PMF IAS Science and Technology Book
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements with regard to Green Hydrogen is/are correct?
	Covered in PMF IAS Science and Technology Book
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements with regard to Green Hydrogen is/are correct?
	Covered in PMF IAS Science and Technology Book
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
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	Which of the following statements with regard to Green Hydrogen is/are correct?
	Covered in PMF IAS Science and Technology Book
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
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	Which of the following statements with regard to Green Hydrogen is/are correct?
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	Which of the following statements with regard to Green Hydrogen is/are correct?
	Consider the following statements with regard to involvement of private entities in India's space programme:
	Consider the following statements with regard to involvement of private entities in India's space programme:
	Consider the following statements with regard to involvement of private entities in India's space programme:
	Consider the following statements with regard to involvement of private entities in India's space programme:
	Consider the following statements with regard to involvement of private entities in India's space programme:
	Consider the following statements with regard to involvement of private entities in India's space programme:
	Consider the following statements with regard to involvement of private entities in India's space programme:
	Consider the following statements with regard to involvement of private entities in India's space programme:

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements with regard to drone swarms is/are correct?
	Explanation
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, March CA Test


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements with regard to drone swarms is/are correct?
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	Which of the following statements with regard to drone swarms is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements with regard to Genome India Project is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements with regard to Genome India Project is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements with regard to Genome India Project is/are correct?
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	Which of the following statements with regard to the National Quantum Mission (NQM) is/are correct?
	Explanation

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements with regard to the National Quantum Mission (NQM) is/are correct?
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	Which of the following statements with regard to the National Quantum Mission (NQM) is/are correct?

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements with regard to the National Quantum Mission (NQM) is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements with regard to India's Deep Ocean Mission is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements with regard to India's Deep Ocean Mission is/are correct?
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	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Explanation
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources
	In a multi-ethnic district where both economic competition and historical grievances frequently led to community tensions, a flashpoint has arisen with a Government decision to allocate land for a waste management facility near a tribal hamlet, sparking protests by the tribal community, which claimed that the land was sacred and critical to their cultural identity. At the same time, urban residents and local industries supported the project, citing severe solid waste challenges and health concerns due to lack of a proper disposal site. The conflict has escalated with road blockades, social media campaigns, and allegations of police excesses. As a responsible Government official, you are tasked with resolving the situation through mediation, ensuring a sustainable outcome that balances environmental needs, tribal rights, and urban public health.

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing

	Explanation
	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	X was addressing a seminar on the meaning of the term 'law' as provided under Article 13, Part III of the Constitution of India. X explained that the meaning of the term 'law' in the Constitution of India was very comprehensive. It included ordinances, orders and even rules and regulations. Y pointed out that the term 'law' in Article 13 also included custom or usage having in the territory of India the force of law, to which 'X' was not convinced.
	X was addressing a seminar on the meaning of the term 'law' as provided under Article 13, Part III of the Constitution of India. X explained that the meaning of the term 'law' in the Constitution of India was very comprehensive. It included ordinances, orders and even rules and regulations. Y pointed out that the term 'law' in Article 13 also included custom or usage having in the territory of India the force of law, to which 'X' was not convinced.

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Consider the following statements with reference to the Constitution of India:
	Explanation
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources
	Which of the following statements with regard to the persons with disabilities in India is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements with regard to the persons with disabilities in India is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements with regard to the persons with disabilities in India is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements with regard to the persons with disabilities in India is/are correct?


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Consider the following statements about the provisions pertaining to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes in India:
	Explanation
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
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	Consider the following statements about the provisions pertaining to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes in India:
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
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	Consider the following statements about the provisions pertaining to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes in India:
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Consider the following statements about the provisions pertaining to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes in India:
	Consider the following statements in respect of questions asked by the Members in the Parliament of India:
	Consider the following statements in respect of questions asked by the Members in the Parliament of India:
	Consider the following statements in respect of questions asked by the Members in the Parliament of India:


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Consider the following statements about the Committee on the Welfare of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes of the Parliament of India:
	Explanation
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Consider the following statements about Mission Sudarshan Chakra of India:
	It aims to enhance India's air defence, ballistic missile defence and aerial offensive capabilities.
	This Mission is being designed to enhance rapid, precise, and powerful defence responses, reinforcing India's strategic autonomy.
	One of the aims of this Mission is to cover all public places of India by an expanded nationwide security shield by 2035.
	Which of the statements given above is/are correct? (a) 1, 2 and 3  (b) 1 and 2 only  (c) 2 and 3 only  (d) 1 only Answer: (a)

	Explanation
	Statement 1 is correct: Mission Sudarshan Chakra, announced on Independence Day 2025, aims to enhance India's air defence, ballistic missile defence, and aerial offensive capabilities.
	Statement 2 is correct: The mission is designed for rapid, precise defence responses aligned with Atmanirbhar Bharat, reinforcing India's strategic autonomy.
	Statement 3 is correct: PM Modi explicitly stated that by 2035, all important places including hospitals, railways, and centres of faith will be covered under a nationwide security shield.
	Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Consider the following statements about Mission Sudarshan Chakra of India:

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Consider the following statements about river bridges connecting India with neighbouring countries:
	Explanation
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements about a Zero First Information Report (Zero FIR) under the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023 is/are correct?
	Explanation
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
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	Which of the following statements about a Zero First Information Report (Zero FIR) under the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023 is/are correct?

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements about a Zero First Information Report (Zero FIR) under the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023 is/are correct?

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	With reference to the organisations under the Government of India, consider the following details:
	In how many of the above rows are the given details correctly matched?  (a) 1  (b) 2  (c) 3  (d) None Answer (a)

	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Explanation

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following international conventions have not been ratified by India?
	Which of the following international conventions have not been ratified by India?

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Consider the following statements with respect to the AI Impact Summit, 2026 held in New Delhi:
	Explanation

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Consider the following statements with respect to the AI Impact Summit, 2026 held in New Delhi:bination of both environmental and social projects is called:

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Consider the following statements with respect to the AI Impact Summit, 2026 held in New Delhi:bination of both environmental and social projects is called:

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Consider the following statements with respect to the AI Impact Summit, 2026 held in New Delhi:bination of both environmental and social projects is called:
	Which of the following connectivity projects is/are a part of cooperation between India and the ASEAN member countries ?

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following connectivity projects is/are a part of cooperation between India and the ASEAN member countries ?
	Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following connectivity projects is/are a part of cooperation between India and the ASEAN member countries ?
	Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project
	IMT Trilateral Highway
	Agartala-Akhaura Rail Line
	Select the answer using the code given below: (a) 1 and 2  (b) 2 and 3  (c) 1 and 3  (d) 2 only Answer: (a)

	Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the code given below the Lists:

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Explanation
	Which of the following items of defence hardware is/are manufactured in India?
	Which of the following items of defence hardware is/are manufactured in India?
	Which of the following items of defence hardware is/are manufactured in India?


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Consider the following statements about platforms for multilateral co-operation:
	Explanation
	Consider the following UN organisations/agencies:
	Consider the following UN organisations/agencies:
	Consider the following UN organisations/agencies:


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the code given below the Lists:
	Explanation
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources
	Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the code given below the Lists:


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which one of the following pairs is not correctly matched?
	Explanation
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources
	Which of the following statements with respect to the Revamped Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA) is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements with respect to the Revamped Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA) is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements with respect to the Revamped Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA) is/are correct?
	Which of the following countries are members of the European Union?
	Which of the following countries are members of the European Union?
	Which of the following countries are members of the European Union?
	Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the code given below the Lists:
	Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the code given below the Lists:
	Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the code given below the Lists:


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Consider the following statements in relation to NIRANTAR (National Institute for Research and Application of Natural Resources to Transform, Adapt and Build Resilience), a platform of institutions under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, is/are correct?
	Explanation
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources
	The Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany visited India in January 2026. Which of the following statements is/are not correct?
	Which of the following statements about DHRUV64 is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements about DHRUV64 is/are correct?
	The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) recently introduced a national standard to test and assess bomb disposal systems. Which of the following statements is/are correct?
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	Explanation
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Explanation
	Which of the following statements with regard to the Grand Slam Tennis Tournaments is/are correct?


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which one of the following pairs of semiconductor plants in India and their locations is not correctly matched?
	Answer: (c) HCL-Foxconn Joint Venture India Chip Ltd.: Madhya Pradesh

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Explanation
	Which of the following statements with regard to India’s indigenous new high resolution weather model, the Bharat Forecast System, is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements with regard to India’s indigenous new high resolution weather model, the Bharat Forecast System, is/are correct?


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Consider the following statements with regard to the film “Boong”:
	Explanation
	Which of the following statements regarding blockchain technology are correct?


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources
	Explanation
	Which one of the following correctly represents the three key sub-indices of the Financial Inclusion Index (FI-Index) of RBI?
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	Explanation

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
	Which one of the following statements about Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) is not correct?


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Explanation
	Covered in PMF IAS Science and Technology book
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	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements about Real-World Assets (RWA) Tokenisation are correct?
	Which of the following statements about Real-World Assets (RWA) Tokenisation are correct?
	Which of the following statements about Real-World Assets (RWA) Tokenisation are correct?
	A bond whose proceeds are used only to finance or refinance a combination of both environmental and social projects is called:

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements about M1xchange role in Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) financing is/are correct?
	Explanation
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources
	Which one of the following best describes the Crowding Out Effect in fiscal policy?
	Which one of the following best describes the Crowding Out Effect in fiscal policy?


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements about Rare Earth Elements (REEs) and Critical Minerals is/are correct?
	Explanation

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements about Rare Earth Elements (REEs) and Critical Minerals is/are correct?

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements about Rare Earth Elements (REEs) and Critical Minerals is/are correct?

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements about Rare Earth Elements (REEs) and Critical Minerals is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements about insurance in aviation sector is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements about Crowdfunding is/are correct?
	With reference to different Committees in India, consider the following details:
	Consider the following statements about Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) in India:

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Explanation
	Consider the following statements about Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) in India:
	Consider the following statements about Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI):
	Consider the following statements about Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI):


	GS FOUNDATION 2027
	Prelims + Mains Integrated
	ANSWER WRITING
	Access Till Jan 2028



	UPSC Prelims 2026 Source Tracing (Q.1-60).pdf
	Performance in UPSC CSE 2026
	PMF IAS Sources
	All PMF IAS Sources
	Test Series 2026
	Current Affairs
	History Books
	Environment Book
	Geography Book
	Science & Tech Book
	Art & Culture Book
	Completely Covered
	Partially Covered




