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The artificially fixed rupee-sterling

exchange rate prescribed by the

Hilton-Young Commission (1926)

was adopted by the British

Government for which one of the

following reasons?

(a) Aiding the flow of remittances from

India and maintaining India's

creditworthiness

(b) Providing support to Indian importers

(c) Encouraging export of cotton produce

from India

(d) Preventing depreciation of the Rupee

in terms of gold

Answer: (a)  

Explanation

Statement 2 is incorrect: An overvalued rupee made imported British goods cheaper
for Indian buyers, which benefited British manufacturers and hurt Indian industries
because they faced stiff competition from cheaper imported goods. Indian importers
benefited, but this was not the main British motive.

Statement 3 is incorrect: The artificially fixed high exchange rate hurt Indian
exports (including cotton). 

Statement 1 is incorrect: 

1.The Hilton-Young Commission recommended fixing the rupee-sterling exchange rate
at 1s. 6d. (one rupee = 1 shilling and 6 pence). This was an artificially high
(overvalued) rate compared to what many Indian nationalists and economists
demanded (1s. 4d.).

2.The British Government adopted this rate to facilitate the smooth and cheaper transfer
of remittances from India to Britain. These included pensions of British officials,
interest on public debt, military expenses, and dividends of British companies. A
stronger rupee meant fewer rupees were needed to buy the required sterling for these
remittances. It helped maintain India’s creditworthiness in the London money market,
making it easier for the Government of India to raise loans in Britain.

Statement 4 is incorrect: The rate was fixed in relation to sterling, not primarily to
prevent depreciation against goldNot covered in any PMF IAS Sources
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Consider the following statements:

I. Pali texts contain the first definite references to

coins, e.g., kahapana, nikkha, kamsa, and kakanika. 

II. The literary evidence from Pali texts is

corroborated by archaeological evidence of punch-

marked coins from many sites, most of them made

of silver.

The above statements have been associated with

which of the following?

1.Emergence of urban life

2.Transition to money economy 

Select the answer using the code given

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (c)

Explanation

The references in Pali texts to coins such as kahapana, nikkha, kamsa, and

kakanika, indicate the use of currency in ancient India. This, along with

Archaeological findings of punch-marked coins was associated with the sixth

century BCE, which is often considered a major turning point in early Indian

history. It is an era associated with:

1.  Development of new towns or urban life (beginning of the second urbanisation

in India)

2.Emergence of early states, kingdoms and empires

3.Growing use of iron

4.Flourishing arts, crafts and trade

5.Development of coinage (Coins or Metal Money): Metal coins first

appeared around the sixth century BCE. The circulation of punch-marked coins

shows a shift from barter-based exchange to a monetary economy where

transactions increasingly used currency.
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Which of the following temples has/have a Nagara-

style shikhara?

1.Malegitti Shivalaya, Badami

2.Huchimalligudi Temple, Aihole

3.Dashavatara Temple, Deogarh

4.Virupaksha Temple, Pattadakal 

Select the answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 3 and 4

Explanation

Huchimalligudi Temple, Aihole and Dashavatara Temple, Deogarh

have Nagara-style shikhara.

Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources

Answer: (b)
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Among the four main forms of existence of life

recognised in Jainism, which one of the following is

not included?

(a) Deva (gods) 

(b) Yaksha (demi-gods) 

(c) Manushya (humans) 

(d) Tiryancha (animals and plants)

Answer: (b)

Explanation

They are classified into four sub-categories:

1.Manushya: Human Beings

2.Dev Lok: Celestial Beings

3.Tiryancha: Animals

4.Narak: Hellish Being
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Explanation

The Bagh Caves are a group of nine rock-cut monuments in the Dhar district in

Madhya Pradesh. They consist of Buddhist Viharas and Chaityas, and the

paintings are similar to Ajanta. Notable Paintings: One of the paintings here,

‘Dancing Panel’ (Hallisalasya painting), depicts the performance of beautiful

young dancers scantily dressed and decked with heavy jewellery, and one of the

dancers is seen playing the drum. 

The Hallisalasya painting in the Bagh Caves

represents:

(a) A joyous folk dance 

(b) Buddha in a meditative pose

(c) The depiction of Shiva and Parvati on Kailasha 

(d) Samudramanthan (Churning of the Ocean)

Answer: (a)  
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Consider the following statements relating

to the use of the place-value system in

India:

1.The earliest epigraphic use of the place-value

system in India is found in the Mankani plates

from Gujarat (AD 595-596).

2.In the ninth century, place-values become

general in inscriptions all over India.

3.The place-values have been found in Sanskrit

inscriptions in South-east Asia as early as the

seventh century. 

Which of the statements given above are

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (d) 

Explanation

Statement 1 is correct: The Mankani copper plates provide the earliest

known dated epigraphic evidence of the decimal place-value system in India.

Statement 2 is correct: By the ninth century, the place-value numeral system

had become widely used across inscriptions in different parts of India,

indicating its broad acceptance.

Statement 3 is correct: Indian mathematical and cultural influence spread

to Southeast Asia through trade and religious contacts. The place-values have

been found in Sanskrit inscriptions in South-east Asia as early as the seventh

century.

Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources
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Consider the following statements about the archaeological

findings in Harappan towns:

I. There is wide occurrence of spindle-whorls in the houses but absence of

spinning wheels. 

II. Weights and measurement scales, complete with graduations have been

discovered. 

III. There are houses built in large part with baked bricks, around relatively

spacious courtyards, with their own wells, bathing platforms, and large rooms. 

Which of the following inferences can be drawn

from the above statements?

1.Statement I suggests that spinning was a laborious activity done at home.

2.Statement II suggests the extent of the scientific knowledge that the

Harappans possessed.

3.Statement III suggests the emergence of a common property system. 

Select the answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (a)

Explanation

Inference 1 is correct: While spindle-whorls have been

found in Harappan excavations, the spinning wheel was a

much later technological innovation. The absence of

spinning wheels suggests spinning was carried out

manually and was therefore comparatively laborious. It

was performed at the household level.

Inference 2 is correct: The discovery of standardized

weights and measuring scales with graduations shows the

exchanges were regulated by a precise system of weights.

Such standardized weights show Harappan people were

advanced in technology and engineering.

Inference 3 is incorrect: Harappan houses were being

built around central courtyards with "their own wells,

bathing platforms, and large rooms". Large brick houses

with courtyards, wells, and bathing areas indicate

advanced urban planning. However, they do not suggest a

common property system. In fact, the emphasis on

individual household amenities and private residential

space suggests private property. 

Covered in PMF IAS Ancient
and Medieval India Book
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Which one of the following statements about the Eka Movement

and Bardoli Satyagraha is correct?

(a) The Eka Movement was throughout supported and organized by the

Congress while Bardoli Satyagraha was initially independent of Congress

influence and was only in the last stages supported by the Congress. 

(b) The Eka Movement was provided leadership by the taluqdars of Awadh,

whereas the Bardoli Satyagraha was a movement of the landless labourers. 

(c) The Bardoli Satyagraha was a campaign against the enhancement of land

revenue, while the Eka Movement was a protest against excessive extraction

of rents. 

(d) The Eka Movement was located in the Varanasi and Mirzapur districts of

the present-day U.P., while the Bardoli Satyagraha took place in Saurashtra.

Answer: (c)

Explanation

Statement 1 is incorrect: When the leadership of the

Eka Movement went to the hands of Madari Pasi, a radical

peasant leader, it became violent leading to the the

withdrawal of the Congress leaders. So, the movement was

not throughout supported and organised by the Congress.

Statement 2 is incorrect: The Eka Movement was not

led by taluqdars; it was led by peasants, primarily tenants

against Taluqdars. Bardoli Satyagraha was also not a

movement of landless labourers.

Statement 3 is correct:  The Bardoli Satyagraha was a

campaign against a 30% increase in the land revenue,

while the Eka Movement was a protest against excessive

extraction of rents by zamindars and taluqdars.

Statement 4 is incorrect: The Eka Movement was

centered mainly in districts such as Hardoi, Bahraich, and

Sitapur and not Varanasi and Mirzapur. Bardoli is in South

Gujarat and not specifically in Saurashtra.

Covered in PMF IAS Modern Indian
History Book

Covered in PMF IAS Advance Test 04,
Sectional Test Modern India III

https://www.amazon.in/dp/B0D5868Q8K
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Consider the following statements about the Rigvedic period:

I. Irrigation from wells allowed agriculture to expand away from flood

plains and strips on river margins into the present Punjab and Haryana

plains having underground water levels reasonably close to the surface. 

II. Draught-animal power was employed to draw up water out of the

wells. 

Which of the following information support/supports the

above statements?

1.There is evidence in the Rigveda of the use of ashma chakra (stone

pulley wheel) and ahava (strapped wooden pails) to draw up water.

2.Mention has been made in the Rigveda of the use of implements like

parashu/kulisha (axe) and datra/sreni (sickle).

3.There is a history of the use of ox, even before the Rigveda, for

ploughing the land and pulling the carts. 

Select the answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 3 only

Answer: (c)

Not covered in any
PMF IAS Sources

UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing

Explanation

Information given in Statements 1 and 3 supports

Statements I and II.

Statement 1 supports both I and II: Ashma chakra

(stone pulley wheel) and ahava (strapped wooden pails)

were used for drawing water from wells. This supports the

idea that well irrigation helped agriculture expand beyond

river flood plains.

Statement 2 does not support the statements: Tools

like parashu/kulisha (axe) and datra/sreni (sickle) indicates

agricultural and forest-clearing activities, but it does not

support irrigation through wells or the use of draught

animals for lifting water.

Statement 3 supports Statement II: Since oxen

(draught animals) were already in use for heavy work like

ploughing and cart-pulling, it is logical and historically

accepted that the same animal power was employed to

operate pulleys for drawing water from wells.

This question is highly inferential and analytical in nature. One has to solve

this based on the given statement.
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Consider the following assertion: 

In the Pleistocene period either the Yamuna once

flowed into the Indus, or the Sutlej flowed into the

Yamuna and one major tributary of either had shifted

from the Ganga to the Indus or vice versa.

Which of the following is/are the basis of the

above assertion?

1.The Nadi-Sukta of the Rigveda

2.The explorations of the Sutlej and the Yamuna by

Robert Bruce Foote

3.TheWhich of the following is/are the basis of the

above assertion? presence of the same species of

dolphins in both the Indus and the Ganga river

systems 

Select the answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 2

(d) 3 only

Answer: (d)

Explanation

Statement 1 is incorrect: The Rigveda mentions rivers during the Vedic

period, but it does not provide scientific evidence for Pleistocene shifts in

river courses between the Indus and Ganga systems.

Statement 2 is incorrect: Robert Bruce Foote was a geologist known for

prehistoric archaeology (Stone Age tools in India). He was not associated with

explorations of the Sutlej and the Yamuna.

Statement 3 is correct: 

This is the strongest scientific basis. River dolphins are freshwater

species; their presence in both the Indus and Ganga-Brahmaputra

river systems suggests that these drainage systems may have had a past

connection through river capture or stream diversion.

The National Mission for Clean Ganga document notes that there was

probably sporadic faunal exchange between the Indus and Ganges river

dolphin populations through head-stream capture between the Sutlej

and Yamuna rivers. It also links this to the recognition of Platanista

dolphins in the two river systems.

Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources



12

Covered in PMF IAS  Test Series Advanced Test 02 – Ancient and
Medieval History

Covered in PMF IAS  Ancient and Medieval India Book
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What does an empty seat represent in early

Buddhist iconography? 

(a) The meditation of the Buddha 

(b) The Buddha's First Sermon

(c) The Buddha's Mahaparinibbana 

(d) The Buddha's Mahabhinishkramana

Answer: (a)

Explanation

Early sculptors did not depict the Buddha in human form; instead, they showed

his presence through symbols. The Empty Seat represents the meditation of

the Buddha, specifically his state of deep concentration under the Bodhi Tree. ​ 
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Covered in PMF IAS Ancient and
Medieval India Book

Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test
Series, Sectional Test 01 – Ancient
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Which of the following pairs of

ancient and modern names of rivers

is/are correctly matched ?

1.Vitasta : Chenab

2.Asikni : Jhelum

3.Parushni : Ravi

4.Yavyavati : Beas 

Select the answer using the code

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2

(b) 3 and 4 

(c) 3 only

(d) 4 only

Answer: (c) 

Explanation
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Which of the following statements on the Amaravati Stupa

and its relief sculpture is/are correct?

1.It was located in the lower Krishna valley.

2.In India, it was next only to the Sanchi Stupa in size.

3.The Amaravati school of sculpture made a lasting impact on the

later South Indian sculpture, and its products were carried to Sri

Lanka and South-east Asia. 

Select the answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (b) 

Explanation

Statement 1 is correct: The Amaravati Stupa is located on the

bank of the Krishna River in Amaravati village, Andhra Pradesh.

Statement 2 is incorrect: The Amaravati Mahachaitya,

originally a magnificent stupa, is now in ruins. It was one of the

largest stupas in ancient India, larger than Sanchi.

 Statement 3 is correct: Amaravati School influenced the later

South Indian sculpture, and its products were taken to Sri Lanka

and South-East Asia.

Covered in   PMF IAS Art and Culture Book

Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Sectional Test – 07 – Art & Culture
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Which of the following

pairs of the king and his

dynasty in early historical

Tamilakam is/are not

correctly matched ?

1.Senguttuvan : Chera

2.Udiyanjeral : Chola

3.Nedunjeliyan : Pandya 

Select the answer using

the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2

(b) 2 only

(c) 1 and 3

(d) 3 only

Answer: (b) 

Covered in PMF IAS Ancient and Medieval India Book

Covered in PMF IAS Advanced Test 02 – Ancient and Medieval History

Explanation- Udiyanjeral was the ruler of the Sangam-era Chera dynasty and not Chola dynasty.
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Which of the following factors

contributed to the formation of the

Forward Bloc by Subhas Chandra Bose in

1939?

1.Bose failed to win the confidence of

Mahatma Gandhi.

2.The Congress Left was disunited and failed to

support Bose.

3.The Communists did not support Bose in his

endeavours.

4.The supporters of M.N. Roy and socialist

leaders like Jayaprakash Narayan preferred

Congress unity to supporting Bose. 

Select the answer using the code given

below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 

(b) 1, 2 and 4 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 

(d) 2 and 4 only

Answer: (b)

Explanation

The formation of the Forward Bloc in 1939 by Subhas Chandra Bose was a direct

result of his isolation within the Congress after his re-election as President in 1939

(defeating Gandhi’s candidate).

Statement 1 is correct: Although Bose won the Congress presidential election

in 1939, he did not enjoy the support of Mahatma Gandhi and the Gandhian group

within Congress. This was the fundamental reason for forming the Forward Bloc in

1939.

Statement 2 is correct: Subhas Chandra Bose could win the Presidential

election for Tripuri Congress because all the left forces within the Congress

supported him. The support of the left, particularly CSP, was crucial for Bose.

However, they did not support Bose in Pant's resolution. After the resolution was

approved, Bose suddenly found himself isolated and finally resigned from the

presidentship of Congress in April 1939 and formed the Forward Bloc in May 1939

as a new party within the Congress.

Statement 3 is incorrect: The Communists were generally sympathetic towards

Bose at this stage and were not a major reason for his isolation.

Covered in PMF IAS Modern Indian History Book
Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Sectional Test 06 Modern India History

https://www.amazon.in/dp/B0D5868Q8K
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Select the answer using the code given

below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 

(b) 1, 2 and 4 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 

(d) 2 and 4 only

Answer: (b)

Explanation

Statement 4 is correct: From 1936 onwards, all the left groups within Congress

acted unitedly against the right wing of Congress. However, after 1939 presidential

election, the left leadership, particularly the CSP, realised that an effort to establish

alternative leadership would weaken the national movement and isolate the Left

from the mainstream. They also realised that Indian people could be mobilised

into a movement only under Gandhiji's leadership. Now, they chose to preserve

unity within Congress rather than openly back Bose against the Congress

leadership.

Covered in PMF IAS Modern
Indian History Book

Partially Covered in PMF
IAS Test Series, Sectional
Test 06 Modern India
History
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Consider the following statements

regarding the British policy in Awadh

immediately after its annexation in 1856:

1.The taluqdars were dispossessed of their

estates but allowed to retain their arms and

forts.

2.A Summary Revenue Settlement was made

in 1856 assuming that the taluqdars were

outsiders.

3.The British believed in taking revenue

directly from the peasants by removing the

taluqdars. 

Which of the statements given above

is/are correct?

(a) 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 2 only

Answer: (a) 

Covered in PMF IAS
Modern Indian
History Book

UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing

Explanation

Statement 1 is incorrect: Immediately after the annexation of Awadh in 1856,

the taluqdars were disarmed and their forts destroyed.

Statement 2 is correct: A Summary Revenue Settlement was introduced in

1856. It was based on the assumption that the taluqdars were

outsiders/interlopers who had acquired their lands through force and fraud.

Therefore, their claims were largely ignored.

Statement 3 is correct: British land revenue officers believed that by removing

taluqdars they would be able to settle the land with the actual owners of the soil

and thus reduce the level of exploitation of peasants while increasing revenue

returns for the state.
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Consider the following assertion: 

The genesis of political alliances based on

community lay in the very nature of the

Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, 1919.

Which of the following statements

support/supports the above assertion?

1.Reforms retained and extended the principle

of separate electorates.

2.Separate electorates were supposed to

counter Indian nationalism, which was

growing stronger.

3.Deprived classes rallied around the favours

inherent in separate electorates. 

Select the answer using the code given

below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (d) 

UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing

Explanation

All three statements support the assertion

Statement 1 is correct: The Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms (Government of

India Act, 1919) retained separate electorates for Muslims (introduced in 1909)

and extended them to Europeans, Indian Christians, Anglo-Indians, and Sikhs.

This was a major step in institutionalising community-based politics.

Statement 2 is correct: This was a clear British strategy of “Divide and Rule”.

After the Congress-League Lucknow Pact (1916) and rising nationalist sentiments,

the British deliberately promoted communal divisions to weaken unified Indian

nationalism.

Statement 3 is correct: Deprived classes viewed separate electorates as

safeguards for protecting their interests and securing political representation.

Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, 1919 encouraged them to organize politically

around the “favours” (special representation) offered by the British, contributing

to community/caste-based alliances.

https://www.amazon.in/dp/B0D5868Q8K
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Covered in PMF IAS Art and
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UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing

Pandit Mallikarjun Mansur,

the famous classical singer

from Karnataka,

represented the: 

(a) Agra Gharana 

(b) Gwalior Gharana 

(c) Patiala Gharana 

(d) Jaipur-Atrauli Gharana

Answer: (d) 

Explanation

Pandit Mallikarjun Mansur was a legendary Hindustani classical vocalist from Karnataka and

a distinguished exponent of the Jaipur-Atrauli Gharana.

While he received some of his earliest training in the Gwalior Gharana style under Pandit

Nilakanthabua Alurmath, he is renowned globally as a doyen of the Jaipur-Atrauli

Gharana. He was especially known for mastery over rare ragas (aprachalit ragas) specific to this

tradition, intricate melodic patterns, powerful and expressive khayal singing.

He learned the intricacies of this gharana from Ustad Manji Khan and Ustad Burji Khan,

who were the sons of the gharana's founder, Ustad Alladiya Khan.
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Consider the following statements with reference to India's response

to climate change:

I. India's Long-Term Low Emission Development Strategy (LT-LEDS) is a crucial

tool for achieving net-zero emissions by 2070. 

II. India's 4th Biennial Update Report (BUR-4) submitted in December, 2024

recorded around 8% decrease in Greenhouse gas emissions in 2020 over 2019. 

III. Climate-resilient development necessarily depends on quick and short-term

achievement of emission reduction targets.

Which of the following relationships among the above statements is/are correct?

1.Statement I is empirically supported by statement II.

2.Statement III contradicts the approach implicit in statement I.

3.Statement I and statement III together establish the premise of long-term

sustainability.

Select the answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 

(c) 2 and 3

(d) 3 only

Answer: (b)

Explanation

Statement 1 is correct: India’s Long-Term

Low Emission Development Strategy (LT-

LEDS), submitted to the UNFCCC in 2022,

details the multi-sectoral decarbonization

roadmap necessary to achieve net-zero

emissions by 2070.

Statement 2 is correct: The Ministry of

Environment, Forest and Climate Change

submitted India's 4th Biennial Update Report

(BUR-4) in December 2024, recording a 7.93%

decrease in total greenhouse gas emissions for

2020 compared to 2019.

Statement 3 is incorrect: India’s official

climate policy prioritizes long-term sustainable

economic growth and gradual carbon

decoupling over short-term emission targets.
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Covered in PMF IAS  Environment Book 

Covered in PMF IAS  Current Affairs

Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Sectional Test, Environment-II

With respect to the Western Hoolock

Gibbons, which of the following

statements is/are correct?

1.A Sanctuary in North-east India is home

to this ape species listed as Endangered in

the International Union for Conservation

of Nature (IUCN) Red List.

2.They have specialised brachiation and can

easily swing between trees.

3.They possess a strong and heavy build like

gorillas, yet are remarkably agile tree

climbers.

Select the answer using the code given

below:

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2

(c) 2 and 3

(d) 3 only

Answer: (b) 

Explanation

Statement 1 is correct: Western Hoolock Gibbon is India’s only ape species and is

found in North-east India, especially in Hollongapar Gibbon Wildlife

Sanctuary, Assam. It is listed as Endangered on the IUCN Red List.

Statement 2 is correct: Hoolock gibbons are highly arboreal and are adapted for

brachiation, meaning they move by swinging from branch to branch using their

long arms. This helps them travel efficiently through the forest canopy.

Statement 3 is incorrect: They do not have a strong, heavy gorilla-like build.

Gibbons are relatively small, light-bodied apes with long arms, specially adapted for

fast canopy movement and swinging between trees.

UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
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Which of the following best explain(s) the rationale

for protecting mangrove ecosystems in the context

of climate resilience?

1.Mangroves reduce tidal energy and store freshwater,

making them ideal sites for paddy cultivation in saline

estuarine belts.

2.Their salt-sensitive roots filter seawater, making

mangroves key to converting coastal land into

freshwater aquaculture zones.

3.By withstanding tidal surges and offering biomass

resources, mangroves function both as natural bio-

shields and livelihood bases for rural communities.

Select the answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2

(c) 2 and 3

(d) 3 only

Answer: (d)

Explanation

Statement 1 is incorrect: Mangroves do reduce tidal and wave

energy, but they do not store freshwater in a way that makes them

ideal for paddy cultivation.

Statement 2 is incorrect: Mangroves are salt-tolerant, not salt-

sensitive. Their roots can exclude or manage salt to survive in saline

conditions, but they do not convert coastal land into freshwater

aquaculture zones.

Statement 3 is correct:  Mangroves act as natural bio-shields by

reducing the impact of tidal surges, cyclones, waves and coastal

erosion. They also support rural livelihoods through fisheries,

fuelwood, honey, fodder and other biomass-based resources.

UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
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Which of the following best explain(s) the rationale
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In what way(s) does the Vizhinjam International

Seaport represent a structural shift in India's

maritime trade and logistics policy?

1.By functioning exclusively as a domestic cargo shipping

hub to reduce reliance on foreign and eliminate the

need for collaborations.

2.By focusing primarily on passenger cruise tourism and

heritage shipping to increase Kerala's profile as a

maritime heritage destination.

3.By leveraging its natural deep draft and strategic

location to reduce dependence on foreign trans-

shipment ports, enhance revenue retention, and

reposition India in regional maritime trade. 

Select the answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2

(c) 2 and 3

(d) 3 only

Answer: (d)

Explanation

Statement 1 is incorrect: Vizhinjam International Seaport is

designed as an international trans-shipment hub, not exclusively as a

domestic cargo hub.

Statement 2 is incorrect: The port focuses on ultra-large container

vessels and trans-shipment logistics, not passenger cruise tourism or

heritage shipping.

Statement 3 is correct:  The port uses a natural deep draft of over

20 metres and a strategic location to reduce dependence on foreign

trans-shipment ports, retain revenue, and reposition India in regional

maritime trade.

UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
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In what way(s) does the Vizhinjam International

Seaport represent a structural shift in India's

maritime trade and logistics policy?

1.By functioning exclusively as a domestic cargo shipping

hub to reduce reliance on foreign and eliminate the

need for collaborations.

2.By focusing primarily on passenger cruise tourism and

heritage shipping to increase Kerala's profile as a

maritime heritage destination.

3.By leveraging its natural deep draft and strategic

location to reduce dependence on foreign trans-

shipment ports, enhance revenue retention, and

reposition India in regional maritime trade. 

Select the answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2

(c) 2 and 3

(d) 3 only

Answer: (d) 
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eliminate the need for collaborations.

2.By focusing primarily on passenger cruise tourism

and heritage shipping to increase Kerala's profile as a
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Identify the river of the Indian

sub-continent on the basis of the

following information:

1.It has an antecedent drainage system.

2.It flows through three countries.

3.It originates in the Tibetan Plateau

and is an important river for

irrigation.

4.It does not form distributaries. 

Select the answer from the

following:

(a) Brahmaputra 

(b) Indus

(c) Sutlej 

(d) Teesta

Answer: (c)

UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing

Explanation

Sutlej is an antecedent river. Antecedent rivers existed before the final uplift of the

Himalayas and maintained their course by cutting deep gorges as the mountains rose.

 It originates in Tibet/China, enters India through Himachal Pradesh, and then joins

the Chenab River (Indus system) in Pakistan.

The Sutlej does not directly enter the sea and does not form a deltaic distributary

system.
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	GS PAPER 1 - SET A
	Dear Aspirants,
	We are pleased to share with you the UPSC Prelims 2026 (GS Paper 1) Answer Key , along with detailed explanations and source tracing.
	Our team has worked sincerely and extensively to identify which questions were directly covered, partially covered, or not covered at all in our notes, current affairs materials, and books. We have presented this analysis with complete honesty and transparency in this document.
	Wherever our content genuinely helped, we have clearly mentioned it. We do not believe in misleading students by showing exaggerated numbers or making false claims , as is often seen elsewhere. Our aim has always been to maintain transparency and trust with you at every step of your preparation journey.
	Thank you for choosing PMF IAS and for always keeping us among your top priorities. Your trust and support mean a lot to us. We will continue to bring well-researched, meaningful, and student-focused initiatives for all of you.
	Regards, Team PMF IAS
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	Explanation
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	Explanation
	Covered in PMF IAS Ancient and Medieval India Book
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	The above statements have been associated with which of the following?
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	Which of the following temples has/have a Nagara-style shikhara?
	Answer: (b)
	Explanation
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources
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	Explanation
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	Explanation
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	Consider the following statements relating to the use of the place-value system in India:
	Explanation
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources
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	Explanation
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	Explanation
	Statement 1 is incorrect: When the leadership of the Eka Movement went to the hands of Madari Pasi, a radical peasant leader, it became violent leading to the the withdrawal of the Congress leaders. So, the movement was not throughout supported and organised by the Congress.
	Statement 2 is incorrect: The Eka Movement was not led by taluqdars; it was led by peasants, primarily tenants against Taluqdars. Bardoli Satyagraha was also not a movement of landless labourers.
	Statement 3 is correct:  The Bardoli Satyagraha was a campaign against a 30% increase in the land revenue, while the Eka Movement was a protest against excessive extraction of rents by zamindars and taluqdars.
	Statement 4 is incorrect: The Eka Movement was centered mainly in districts such as Hardoi, Bahraich, and Sitapur and not Varanasi and Mirzapur. Bardoli is in South Gujarat and not specifically in Saurashtra.
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	Answer: (c)
	Covered in PMF IAS Modern Indian History Book
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	Consider the following statements about the Rigvedic period: I. Irrigation from wells allowed agriculture to expand away from flood plains and strips on river margins into the present Punjab and Haryana plains having underground water levels reasonably close to the surface.  II. Draught-animal power was employed to draw up water out of the wells.  Which of the following information support/supports the above statements?
	There is evidence in the Rigveda of the use of ashma chakra (stone pulley wheel) and ahava (strapped wooden pails) to draw up water.
	Mention has been made in the Rigveda of the use of implements like parashu/kulisha (axe) and datra/sreni (sickle).
	There is a history of the use of ox, even before the Rigveda, for ploughing the land and pulling the carts.
	Select the answer using the code given below: (a) 1 and 2 only  (b) 1, 2 and 3  (c) 1 and 3 only (d) 3 only Answer: (c)
	Explanation
	Information given in Statements 1 and 3 supports Statements I and II.
	Statement 1 supports both I and II: Ashma chakra (stone pulley wheel) and ahava (strapped wooden pails) were used for drawing water from wells. This supports the idea that well irrigation helped agriculture expand beyond river flood plains.
	Statement 2 does not support the statements: Tools like parashu/kulisha (axe) and datra/sreni (sickle) indicates agricultural and forest-clearing activities, but it does not support irrigation through wells or the use of draught animals for lifting water.
	Statement 3 supports Statement II: Since oxen (draught animals) were already in use for heavy work like ploughing and cart-pulling, it is logical and historically accepted that the same animal power was employed to operate pulleys for drawing water from wells.
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	Which of the following pairs of ancient and modern names of rivers is/are correctly matched ?
	Explanation
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	Which of the following pairs of ancient and modern names of rivers is/are correctly matched ?
	Explanation
	Covered in PMF IAS Ancient and Medieval India Book
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	Which of the following statements on the Amaravati Stupa and its relief sculpture is/are correct?
	Explanation
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	Which of the following pairs of the king and his dynasty in early historical Tamilakam is/are not correctly matched ?
	Explanation- Udiyanjeral was the ruler of the Sangam-era Chera dynasty and not Chola dynasty.
	Covered in PMF IAS Ancient and Medieval India Book
	Covered in PMF IAS Advanced Test 02 – Ancient and Medieval History
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	Explanation
	Which of the following pairs of the king and his dynasty in early historical Tamilakam is/are not correctly matched ?
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	Which of the following pairs of the king and his dynasty in early historical Tamilakam is/are not correctly matched ?
	Explanation
	Which of the following factors contributed to the formation of the Forward Bloc by Subhas Chandra Bose in 1939?
	Which of the following factors contributed to the formation of the Forward Bloc by Subhas Chandra Bose in 1939?
	Which of the following factors contributed to the formation of the Forward Bloc by Subhas Chandra Bose in 1939?
	Which of the following factors contributed to the formation of the Forward Bloc by Subhas Chandra Bose in 1939?
	Consider the following statements regarding the British policy in Awadh immediately after its annexation in 1856:
	Consider the following statements regarding the British policy in Awadh immediately after its annexation in 1856:
	Consider the following assertion:
	The genesis of political alliances based on community lay in the very nature of the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, 1919. Which of the following statements support/supports the above assertion?
	Consider the following assertion:
	The genesis of political alliances based on community lay in the very nature of the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, 1919. Which of the following statements support/supports the above assertion?
	Pandit Mallikarjun Mansur, the famous classical singer from Karnataka, represented the:
	In which one among the following texts does the term kshetra-patni ('mistress of the field') originate?


	GS FOUNDATION 2027
	Prelims + Mains Integrated
	CURRENT AFFAIRS
	Access Till Jan 2028



	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Explanation
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	With respect to the Western Hoolock Gibbons, which of the following statements is/are correct?
	Explanation
	Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Sectional Test, Environment-II
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	Explanation
	Covered in PMF IAS Environment Book
	Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Sectional Test, Environment-I
	Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
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	In what way(s) does the Vizhinjam International Seaport represent a structural shift in India's maritime trade and logistics policy?
	Explanation
	Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
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	In what way(s) does the Vizhinjam International Seaport represent a structural shift in India's maritime trade and logistics policy?
	By functioning exclusively as a domestic cargo shipping hub to reduce reliance on foreign and eliminate the need for collaborations.
	By focusing primarily on passenger cruise tourism and heritage shipping to increase Kerala's profile as a maritime heritage destination.
	By leveraging its natural deep draft and strategic location to reduce dependence on foreign trans-shipment ports, enhance revenue retention, and reposition India in regional maritime trade.
	Select the answer using the code given below:  (a) 1 only  (b) 1 and 2 (c) 2 and 3 (d) 3 only Answer: (d)

	Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
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	Identify the river of the Indian sub-continent on the basis of the following information:
	Explanation
	Covered in PMF IAS Geography Book
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Indian Physical Geography - Page No. 102 and 104
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Test Series, Comprehensive Test 01
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	Which of the following with reference to Indian States is/are not correct?
	Explanation
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	Explanation
	Not covered in PMF IAS Agriculture Book
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	Explanation
	Covered in PMF IAS Daily MCQs March-2025
	Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
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	Explanation
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	Explanation
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	Explanation
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	Explanation
	Covered in PMF IAS Ancient and Medieval India Book
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	Which of the following statements with regard to the National Quantum Mission (NQM) is/are correct?

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements with regard to the National Quantum Mission (NQM) is/are correct?

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements with regard to the National Quantum Mission (NQM) is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements with regard to India's Deep Ocean Mission is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements with regard to India's Deep Ocean Mission is/are correct?
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	Explanation
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources
	In a multi-ethnic district where both economic competition and historical grievances frequently led to community tensions, a flashpoint has arisen with a Government decision to allocate land for a waste management facility near a tribal hamlet, sparking protests by the tribal community, which claimed that the land was sacred and critical to their cultural identity. At the same time, urban residents and local industries supported the project, citing severe solid waste challenges and health concerns due to lack of a proper disposal site. The conflict has escalated with road blockades, social media campaigns, and allegations of police excesses. As a responsible Government official, you are tasked with resolving the situation through mediation, ensuring a sustainable outcome that balances environmental needs, tribal rights, and urban public health.
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	Explanation
	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	X was addressing a seminar on the meaning of the term 'law' as provided under Article 13, Part III of the Constitution of India. X explained that the meaning of the term 'law' in the Constitution of India was very comprehensive. It included ordinances, orders and even rules and regulations. Y pointed out that the term 'law' in Article 13 also included custom or usage having in the territory of India the force of law, to which 'X' was not convinced.
	X was addressing a seminar on the meaning of the term 'law' as provided under Article 13, Part III of the Constitution of India. X explained that the meaning of the term 'law' in the Constitution of India was very comprehensive. It included ordinances, orders and even rules and regulations. Y pointed out that the term 'law' in Article 13 also included custom or usage having in the territory of India the force of law, to which 'X' was not convinced.

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Consider the following statements with reference to the Constitution of India:
	Explanation
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources
	Which of the following statements with regard to the persons with disabilities in India is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements with regard to the persons with disabilities in India is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements with regard to the persons with disabilities in India is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements with regard to the persons with disabilities in India is/are correct?
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	Consider the following statements about the provisions pertaining to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes in India:
	Explanation
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
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	Consider the following statements about the provisions pertaining to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes in India:
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
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	Consider the following statements about the provisions pertaining to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes in India:
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
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	Consider the following statements about the provisions pertaining to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes in India:
	Consider the following statements in respect of questions asked by the Members in the Parliament of India:
	Consider the following statements in respect of questions asked by the Members in the Parliament of India:
	Consider the following statements in respect of questions asked by the Members in the Parliament of India:
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	Consider the following statements about the Committee on the Welfare of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes of the Parliament of India:
	Explanation
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources
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	Consider the following statements about Mission Sudarshan Chakra of India:
	It aims to enhance India's air defence, ballistic missile defence and aerial offensive capabilities.
	This Mission is being designed to enhance rapid, precise, and powerful defence responses, reinforcing India's strategic autonomy.
	One of the aims of this Mission is to cover all public places of India by an expanded nationwide security shield by 2035.
	Which of the statements given above is/are correct? (a) 1, 2 and 3  (b) 1 and 2 only  (c) 2 and 3 only  (d) 1 only Answer: (a)

	Explanation
	Statement 1 is correct: Mission Sudarshan Chakra, announced on Independence Day 2025, aims to enhance India's air defence, ballistic missile defence, and aerial offensive capabilities.
	Statement 2 is correct: The mission is designed for rapid, precise defence responses aligned with Atmanirbhar Bharat, reinforcing India's strategic autonomy.
	Statement 3 is correct: PM Modi explicitly stated that by 2035, all important places including hospitals, railways, and centres of faith will be covered under a nationwide security shield.
	Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
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	Consider the following statements about Mission Sudarshan Chakra of India:

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Consider the following statements about river bridges connecting India with neighbouring countries:
	Explanation
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources
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	Which of the following statements about a Zero First Information Report (Zero FIR) under the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023 is/are correct?
	Explanation
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
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	Which of the following statements about a Zero First Information Report (Zero FIR) under the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023 is/are correct?

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements about a Zero First Information Report (Zero FIR) under the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023 is/are correct?

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	With reference to the organisations under the Government of India, consider the following details:
	In how many of the above rows are the given details correctly matched?  (a) 1  (b) 2  (c) 3  (d) None Answer (a)

	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
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	Explanation

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following international conventions have not been ratified by India?
	Which of the following international conventions have not been ratified by India?

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Consider the following statements with respect to the AI Impact Summit, 2026 held in New Delhi:
	Explanation

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Consider the following statements with respect to the AI Impact Summit, 2026 held in New Delhi:bination of both environmental and social projects is called:

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Consider the following statements with respect to the AI Impact Summit, 2026 held in New Delhi:bination of both environmental and social projects is called:

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Consider the following statements with respect to the AI Impact Summit, 2026 held in New Delhi:bination of both environmental and social projects is called:
	Which of the following connectivity projects is/are a part of cooperation between India and the ASEAN member countries ?

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following connectivity projects is/are a part of cooperation between India and the ASEAN member countries ?
	Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following connectivity projects is/are a part of cooperation between India and the ASEAN member countries ?
	Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project
	IMT Trilateral Highway
	Agartala-Akhaura Rail Line
	Select the answer using the code given below: (a) 1 and 2  (b) 2 and 3  (c) 1 and 3  (d) 2 only Answer: (a)

	Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the code given below the Lists:

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Explanation
	Which of the following items of defence hardware is/are manufactured in India?
	Which of the following items of defence hardware is/are manufactured in India?
	Which of the following items of defence hardware is/are manufactured in India?
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	Consider the following statements about platforms for multilateral co-operation:
	Explanation
	Consider the following UN organisations/agencies:
	Consider the following UN organisations/agencies:
	Consider the following UN organisations/agencies:


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the code given below the Lists:
	Explanation
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources
	Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the code given below the Lists:


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which one of the following pairs is not correctly matched?
	Explanation
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources
	Which of the following statements with respect to the Revamped Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA) is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements with respect to the Revamped Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA) is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements with respect to the Revamped Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA) is/are correct?
	Which of the following countries are members of the European Union?
	Which of the following countries are members of the European Union?
	Which of the following countries are members of the European Union?
	Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the code given below the Lists:
	Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the code given below the Lists:
	Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the code given below the Lists:


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Consider the following statements in relation to NIRANTAR (National Institute for Research and Application of Natural Resources to Transform, Adapt and Build Resilience), a platform of institutions under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, is/are correct?
	Explanation
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources
	The Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany visited India in January 2026. Which of the following statements is/are not correct?
	Which of the following statements about DHRUV64 is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements about DHRUV64 is/are correct?
	The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) recently introduced a national standard to test and assess bomb disposal systems. Which of the following statements is/are correct?
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	Explanation
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources
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	Explanation
	Which of the following statements with regard to the Grand Slam Tennis Tournaments is/are correct?


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which one of the following pairs of semiconductor plants in India and their locations is not correctly matched?
	Answer: (c) HCL-Foxconn Joint Venture India Chip Ltd.: Madhya Pradesh

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Explanation
	Which of the following statements with regard to India’s indigenous new high resolution weather model, the Bharat Forecast System, is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements with regard to India’s indigenous new high resolution weather model, the Bharat Forecast System, is/are correct?


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Consider the following statements with regard to the film “Boong”:
	Explanation
	Which of the following statements regarding blockchain technology are correct?


	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources
	Explanation
	Which one of the following correctly represents the three key sub-indices of the Financial Inclusion Index (FI-Index) of RBI?
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	Explanation

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
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	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
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	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
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	Partially Covered in PMF IAS Current Affairs
	Which one of the following statements about Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) is not correct?
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	Explanation
	Covered in PMF IAS Science and Technology book
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	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements about Real-World Assets (RWA) Tokenisation are correct?
	Which of the following statements about Real-World Assets (RWA) Tokenisation are correct?
	Which of the following statements about Real-World Assets (RWA) Tokenisation are correct?
	A bond whose proceeds are used only to finance or refinance a combination of both environmental and social projects is called:

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements about M1xchange role in Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) financing is/are correct?
	Explanation
	Not covered in any PMF IAS Sources
	Which one of the following best describes the Crowding Out Effect in fiscal policy?
	Which one of the following best describes the Crowding Out Effect in fiscal policy?
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	Which of the following statements about Rare Earth Elements (REEs) and Critical Minerals is/are correct?
	Explanation
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	Which of the following statements about Rare Earth Elements (REEs) and Critical Minerals is/are correct?
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	Which of the following statements about Rare Earth Elements (REEs) and Critical Minerals is/are correct?

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Which of the following statements about Rare Earth Elements (REEs) and Critical Minerals is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements about insurance in aviation sector is/are correct?
	Which of the following statements about Crowdfunding is/are correct?
	With reference to different Committees in India, consider the following details:
	Consider the following statements about Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) in India:

	UPSC CSE Prelims GS Paper 2026 – Set A – Answer Key & Source Tracing
	Explanation
	Consider the following statements about Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) in India:
	Consider the following statements about Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI):
	Consider the following statements about Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI):
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